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1911. 


The  work  of  the  Free  Library  Commission  has  been  carried  on  dur- 
ing the  past  year  with  the  same  energy  as  in  former  times. 

On  December  31,  1911,  there  were  329  places  in  the  State  in  which 
there  were  books  loaned  by  the  Commission  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
people.  "With  few  exceptions,  those  books  were  in  conimimities  of 
less  than  one  thousand  population,  and  the  exceptions  were  places 
where  struggling  libraries  needed  help  or  where  there  are  study  clubs 
which  needed  reference  books  covering  the  subjects  on  their  pro- 
gramme. Nineteen  thousand,  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  volumes 
were  loaned,  of  which  15,799  seiwed  as  free  libraries,  1,696  went  to 
study  clubs,  1,548  to  assist  Public  Libraries  and  115  went  to  indi- 
viduals in  places  where  there  are  no  library  facilities. 

We  have  felt  somewhat  the  failure  to  advertise,  which  has  shown 
itself  in  a  falling  oif  in  the  number  of  stations.  For  two  or  three 
years  there  have  been  so  many  applications  that  the  supply  of  books 
would  not  hold  out.  We  therefore  did  not  do  much  in  the  way  of  ad- 
vertising as  it  did  not  seem  right  to  induce  people  to  apply  when  we 
knew  the  application  must  be  turned  down. 

During  the  fall  visits  have  been  made  to  farmers'  institutes  in 
Greene,  Elk,  Cameron,  Centre,  Carbon  and  Franklin  Counties  and  the 
work  of  the  Commission  explained.  It  is  hoped  that  in  this  way  our 
work  may  be  increased.  ■  .  ■ 
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With  the  idea  of  encouraging  the  formation  of  local  libraries  in 
places  where  there  are  none,  we  have  made  it  a  rule  to  send  books 
to  but  one  point  in  any  given  town.  This  centralizes  the  interest  in 
books,  brings  together  those  who  are  interested  and  makes  more  ap- 
parent the  need  and  possibility  of  a  public  library. 

The  discouraging  part  of  this  work  is  the  lack  of  permanence  in 
the  traveling  librarj^  stations.  Many  places  secure  a  collection  of 
books  but  give  up  for  one  reason  or  another  and  do  not  get  any  more. 
We  hope  that  sometime  it  will  be  possible  for  some  one  of  the  staff 
to  visit  each  station  at  least  twice  a  year.  This  would  enable  us  to 
keep  in  touch  with  the  work  in  the  field  and  help  keep  things  going; 
it  would  enable  us  to  mal^e  a  better  selection  of  books,  because  we 
Avould  know  the  character  of  the  people  and  their  interests ;  we  would 
know  when  things  were  not  going  as  they  should  and  would  l)e  in  a 
position  to  advise  them  as  to  the  best  way  of  doing  the  work.  This 
is  a  long  way  off,  but  it  is  an  important  goal  to  work  towards.  When 
it  is  attained,  the  traveling  library  work  will  became  a  very  important 
factor  in  the  development  of  our  State.  The  truth  is  that  at  the 
present  time  we  are  }uerely  playing  with  one  of  the  greatest  moral 
forces  but  we  are  hoping  that  before  long  our  people  will  wake  up  to 
its  possibilities. 

The  work  with  libraries  was  prosecixted  with  vigor  during  the  year 
and  much  has  been  accomplished.    The  following  report  gives  some 


idea  of  what  the  above  statement  means : 

Number  of  trij^s  made,    23 

Number  of  days  spent  in  the  field  (exclusive  of  sum- 
mer school  work)   146 

Number  of  visits  made,    176 

Libraries  organized,    5 

Libraries  reorganized,    1 

Library  meetings  attended  in  our  State,    9 

JMeetings  with  trustees,  clubs,  committees,  etc.,  for 

promoting  and  reorganizing  purposes,    14 


This  is  the  Avork  of  the  Considting  Librarian  alone.  In  addition  the 
Assistant  Secretary  made  five  visits  in  promoting  library  schemes,  two 
visits  to  normal  schools  and  ten  to  farmers'  institutes  in  the  interests 
of  the  traveling  libraries,  l^esides  a  number  of  visits  to  traveling  li- 
brary stations. 

From  this,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Free  Library  Commission  has 
been  attending  to  its  work.  Whether  it  is  the  result  of  this,  or  not, 
cannot  be  said,  but  this  last  year  has  been  an  active  one  in  free  library 
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matters.  Indiana,  Troy,  and  Pottsville,  which  began  the  year  with 
not  even  the  hope  of  a  libraiy,  closed  it  with  good  collections  of  books 
and  active  work.  In  the  case  of  Pottsville,  where  in  the  middle  of 
January,  it  was  felt  that  the  time  had  not  come  for  a  library,  on  the 
first  of  March  nearly  $11,000  had  been  subscribed,  soon  after  the 
School  Board  had  promised  the  proceeds  of  a  half-mill  tax  for  the 
maintenance  and  the  librarj^  trustees  were  looking  around  for  a  trained 
worker  to  take  charge. 

A  number  of  libraries  for  which  plans  had  been  made  before  were 
opened  in  1911,  and  the  Himmelreich  Library  at  Lewisburg,  thrcAV  its 
doors  open  to  everyone. 

There  were  also  a  large  number  of  gifts  and  bequests  for  library 
purposes,  as  follows : 
Bethlehem. 

It  is  reported  that  a  lot  costing  $9,100  has  been  purchased  by  three 
citizens  as  a  library  site. 

Canton.  Received  a  bequest  of  $40,000  from  Charles  S.  Green, 
for  a  library  building,  equipment  and  endowment. 

Easton.  Mr.  Carnegie  gave  $7,500  for  an  addition  to  the  present 
building. 

Hazleton.  The  $50,000  building  given  by  Mr.  John  oMarkle  is 
nearing  completion. 

Mansfield.  ]Mr.  Carnegie  gave  $5,000  with  which  a  very  nice  build- 
ing has  been  erected. 

Neivtoivn.  A  very  attractive  building  costing  $5,000  has  been 
erected  as  the  result  of  a  bequest  from  Joseph  Barnsley. 

Quakertoivn.  The  Richlands  Library  was  given  a  residence  costing 
$3,000  by  several  of  the  citizens  for  library  purposes. 

Ridley  Park.  Received  $10,000  from  Andrew  Carnegie  for  a  li- 
bi'ary  building. 

Wellsboro.  Was  a  beneficiary  under  the  will  of  Charles  S.  Green, 
$50,000  being  left  for  a  library,  equipment  and  endowment. 

THE  YEAR  AMONG  THE  LIBRARIES. 

Ardmore. 

The  Public  Library  is  being  reorganized  under  the  direction  of  the 
Library  Commission  by  the  librarian  and  some  of  the  trustees. 
Beaver  Falls. 

The  children 's  room  has  been  opened  in  charge  of  a  special  assistant, 
with  new  furniture  and  new  books.  Also  a  Saturday  morning  story 
hour  beg-un,  and  plans  made  for  teaching  the  school  children  how  to 
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use  the  library.    The  last  report  shows  a  circulation  of  30,521  and 

11,000  volumes. 

Berwyn. 

The  annual  fall  oyster  supper  netted  the  library  $120  and  the  book 
reception  brought  in  100  desirable  books.   The  library  is  supported  by 
the  citizens'  association. 
Bethlehem. 

Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Burrows  has  been  appointed  librarian  of  the  Free 
Library  of  the  Bethlehems  in  i)lace  of  Miss  Isabel  Turner,  resigned, 
and  Miss  Caroline  Herbst  librarian  of  the  South  Bethlehem  branch. 
New  quarters  have  been  provided  for  the  South  Bethlehem  branch  in 
a  large,  light,  cheery  room,  formerly  used  by  a  bank.  The  library  has 
also  been  given  a  more  substantial  support  thi'ough  the  generosit.y  of 
some  of  the  citizens. 
Bloomsburg. 

]\Iiss  Edith  Patterson,  Pittsburgh,  "04.  was  appointed  librarian  of 
the  Pul)lie  Lilirary  in  place  of  Miss  Blanche  B.  Williams,  resigned. 
Braddocl;. 

A  special  assistant  liad  been  appointed  to  push  ahead  the  re-classifi- 
cation of  the  library. 
Bradford. 

The  Carnegie  Library  report  shows  a  steady  gain  in  its  usefulness. 
For  the  year  ending  February,  1911,  with  16,914  volumes  a  circulation 
of  93,604  volumes  was  reached,  among  6,239  readers. 
Canton. 

After  twelve  years  active  work  in  cramped  quarters,  the  Canton 
Library  is  to  have  a  building  through  the  generosity  of  the  late 
Charles  S.  Green,  of  Roaring  Branch,  Pa.  He  left  $40,000  for  build- 
ing, ])ooks  and  endowment.  They  hope  to  begin  the  Imilding  early 
in  1912. 
Chester. 

The  West  End  Library-  has  started  a  story  honr  for  smaller  chil- 
dren, held  on  Satui'day  morning.  Also  the  class  for  teaching  foreign- 
ers English  has  been  resumed.  The  Wednesday  afternoon  sewing  class 
numbers  over  two  luuidred  and  the  physicians  of  the  neighborhood 
have  volunteered  to  give  twelve  lectures  of  popular  interest.  The 
annual  Pall  book  reception  brought  in  130  books  and  $9  in  money. 
ConshohocTcen. 

IMiss  Amy  Baldwin,  Drexel,  '08,  was  appointed  librarian  in  place 
of  Miss  Lehman,  who  resigned. 
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Coudersport. 

With  5.000  volumes,  the  Public  Library  had  a  circulation  of  over 
21,000.    It  is  free  for  anyone  living  in  the  county. 
Manover. 

The  new  Public  Library  was  opened  on  October  4,  1911,  in  a  beau- 
tiful building  given  by  Mr.  Howard  E.  Young  in  memory  of  his 
son,  and  with  5.000  volumes  on  the  shelves.  The  old  Highbee  Library 
in  the  public  school  was  taken  as  a  nucleus.  To  this  were  added  other 
collections  of  books  from  the  Sunday  Schools,  musical  club,  county 
phji-sicians'  association,  and  the  civic  club  had  $500  for  juvenile  books. 
Miss  Mabel  N.  Champlin,  Pratt  '08,  was  appointed  librarian. 
Harrishurg. 

]\Iiss  Helen  U.  Price,  for  several  years  consulting  librarian  for  the 
Free  Library  Commission,  was  married  on  July  29th  to  Frank  L. 
Harvey,  of  Foxburg,  Pa. 
Mazleton. 

Miss  Reba  F.  Lehman.  Drexol  '08.  was  appointed  librarian  of  the 
Public  Library  in  March. 

Through  the  generosity  of  ^Ir.  John  I^Iarkle,  a  .'f550,000  library 
building  will  soon  be  ready  for  use. 
Homestead. 

A  Slavoc-American  Literary  CliTb  of  over  100  members  is  a  recent 
addition  to  the  library's  work. 
Huntingdon. 

Miss  Ella  M.  Sheeley  has  been  made  librarian  of  the  Juniata  Col- 
lege Library  in  the  place  of  Miss  Mary  Hershberger,  who  was  married 
in  June. 
Indiana. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  New  Century  Club,  a  Free  Library  was 
added  to  the  Reading  Room  and  opened  for  public  use  on  April  1st. 
1911.  It  is  housed  in  rooms  given  by  the  club  with  Miss  Lillian  D. 
Thompson  as  librarian.  The  library  is  well  organized  and  begins  with 
1.000  volumes.  .  . 

Jenliintoivn. 

The  boys  of  the  Reading  Club  raised  $100  to  purchase  a  lantern  for 
their  use.  .  • 

Kane. 

The  Reader's  Guide  from  1904  to  date  has  been  added  to  the  library 
and  systematic  work  with  schools  begun.  Also  a  duplicate  pay  collec- 
tion of  fiction  has  been  started.  The  first  year's  report  gives  a  circu- 
lation of  17,052,  a  registration  of  1.657  and  2,348  volumes. 
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Lancaster. 

Miss  jMarion  S.  Skeele  has  resigned  as  librarian  of  the  A.  Herr 
Smith  Library  to  accept  the  position  of  librarian  of  the  Hazlewood 
Branch,  Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh.    Miss  Mary  E.  Hoover,  the  as- 
sistant librarian,  is  in  charge  temporarily. 
Lansdowne. 

The  trustees'  room  in  the  Pnl)lic  Library  has  been  fitted  up  for  a 
reference  room,  the  crowded  condition  of  the  library  making  the 
change  necessary.    Last  year  with  5.760  volumes,  the  circulation 
reached  18,000. 
Leivishurg. 

The  W.  D.  Himmelreich  Library  was  reorganized  by  Miss  Sarah 
Young  and  Miss  Charlotte  Shields,  the  librarian.  A  dictionary  cata- 
logiae  was  made,  the  Dewey  classification  introduced  and  the  Newark 
charging  system  installed.  The  shelves  were  opened  to  the  public,  and 
a  story  hour  made  possible  by  the  help  given  by  Miss  Martin.  There 
has  been  a  iiiarked  increase  in  the  use  of  the  libi-ary. 
Lock  Haven. 

Tlie  Ross  Library  was  given  a  birthday  party  on  Thanksgiving  Day 
by  the  Civic  Club.  It  received  300  books  and  eighty-five  dollars  as  an 
expression  of  appreciation  of  its  first  year's  work.  Miss  Florence 
Hulings,  Pratt  '11,  was  appointed  librarian  in  place  of  Miss  Anna  V. 
Taggert,  who  resigned  in  July.  The  first  annual  report  states  they 
have  4,306  volumes  and  had  a  circulation  of  12,867  the  first  five  months 
after  opening. 
Malvern. 

The  Free  Library  has  lieen  moved  from  the  Friends'  school  build- 
ing into  a  good-sized  room  in  the  town  building  given  by  councils.  The 
room  is  well-adapted  for  library  use  and  nearer  the  center  of  the 
town. 
Mansfield. 

The  Mansfield  Public  Library  has  received  a  gift  of  $5,000  fx*om  Mr. 
Carnegie  for  a  liln'ary  building,  which  is  nearing  completion.  The 
citizens  raised  over  $1,000  for  a  site,  and  some  additions  more  than 
guai-anteed  support  would  allow  tliem  to  receive  from  ^Ir.  Carnegie. 
Their  tax  support  is  the  maximum  the  law  allows. 
Mauch  Chunk. 

Miss  Emily  Jackson,  librarian  of  the  Dimmock  Memorial  Libraiy, 
was  married  in  January,  1911,  and  IMiss  Inez  Crandle,  of  the  New 
York  Public  Library,  was  appointed  in  her  place.  Miss  Crandle  is  a 
graduate  of  Syracuse  University,  '10. 
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Meshoppen. 

The  collection  of  500  volumes,  which  had  been  gmdiially  given  to 
the  Reading  Room,  and  supplemented  with  a  State  Traveling  Library, 
was  organized  and  opened  as  a  Free  Libraiy  in  February,  1911.  It  is 
housed  in  a  room  given  by  the  fire  company.  i\Iiss  Frances  E.  Ken- 
nard  is  librarian. 
3Iontros(. 

The  Free  Library  has  now  twenty-one  stations  throughout  the 
county.   It  is  the  first  real  county  libraxy  system  in  Pennsylvania. 
Neiv  Castle. 

The  first  year  in  the  new  quarters  has  been  very  encouraging.  A 
larger  support  was  given  by  councils,  new  furniture  added,  work  with 
schools  planned  for  and  a  girls'  reading  club  started.    ]\Iiss  Nora  II. 
Giele,  Pittsburgh  '10,  has  been  appointed  children's  librarian. 
Norristoivn. 

The  "William  McCann  Library  has  been  moved  into  larger,  although 
not  quite  so  convenient  quarters,  on  the  second  floor  of  a  building- 
used  for  school  purposes,  and  just  across  the  street  from  the  High 
School  building,  iliss  Helen  A.  Bomberger  has  been  appointed  li- 
brarian in  the  place  of  Miss  Mumford,  resigned.  The  libi*ary  reports 
show  a  steadily  increasing  interest  upon  the  part  of  the  readers. 
North  East. 

The  Public  Library  has  been  moved  into  new  (luarters  on  the  sec- 
ond floor  of  a  supplementary  school  Iniilding  and  while  the  location 
is  not  so  good  there  are  more  rooms,  giving  a  children's  room  and 
reference  room. 
Oil  City. 

Miss  Emily  S.  Glezen,  Drexel  '09,  has  been  appointed  librarian  of 
the  Carnegie  Library.   Much  interest  is  manifested  in  broadening  the 
work  of  the  library  and  as  a  result,  a  small  deposit  station  of  Polish 
books  will  soon  be  opened. 
Pottsville. 

After  several  years  of  agitation,  Pottsville  raised  by  subscription 
over  $11,000  to  found  a  Public  Library  which  receives  an  appropria- 
tion for  maintenance  from  the  school  board.  ^Miss  Daisy  B.  Sabin, 
Drexel  '04,  was  appointed  librarian  and  a  building  rented.  The  li- 
brary was  opened  to  the  public  on  November  8,  1911,  with  3,800  vol- 
umes ready  for  circidation. 
Beading. 

The  new  $100,000  Carnegie  building  is  well  luider  way. 
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Fidlcij  FarJc. 

Through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Carnegie,  the  town  is  building  a 
$10,000  library  with  a  support  of  $1,000  appropriated  by  councils. 
The  building  is  of  grey  stone  and  will  be  ready  for  use  early  in  1912. 
Eoyersford. 

The  Public  Library  was  reorganized,  an  additional  room  secured  and 
a  number  of  new  books  added  early  in  1911,  with  IMiss  Ethel  Buzby 
as  librarian.    A  very  successful  year  has  followed. 
Saegertown. 

The  Free  Library  and  Civic  Club  rooms  have  been  moved  into  larger 
rooms  on  the  main  street.  Over  100  new  liooks  had  been  added  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Sayre.  •  ' 

Throvigh  the  efforts  of  the  Library  Club,  a  Public  Library  of  over 
1,000  volumes  and  a  reading  room  supplied  with  30  magazines,  has 
been  opened  in  the  Cummings  Memorial  Parish  House.    Mrs.  P.  L. 
Ileavner  is  librarian. 
Scottdale. 

The  free  Library,  made  possible  by  the  gift  of  ]\Ir.  A.  L.  Kiester, 
and  opened  for  use  on  November  5,  1910,  has  been  doing  splendid 
work.  It  is  located  in  library  rooms  in  the  new  High  School  building 
with  4,000  volujues  ready  for  circulation.  Miss  Daisy  Smith,  Drexel, 
'03,  was  appointed  librarian. 
Scranton. 

The  Albi'ight  Library  has  opened  a  branch  on  the  South  Side. 
SewicMey. 

The  Public  Liljrary  rooms  have  been  much  improved  by  a  re-ar- 
rangement of  the  cases,  gaining  space  for  two  new  cases  and  making 
a  children's  corner  possible.  The  library  now  contains  10,129  vol- 
umes and  had  a  circulation  of  27,871  the  last  year  with  2,974  readers. 
Spring  City. 

The  Free  Library  has  again  outgrown  its  quarters,  and  more  space 
will  have  to  be  provided  soon.    The  Woman's  Auxiliary  has  been 
formed  into  a  Literary  Club.    They  gave  a  much-needed  desk  to  the 
library  and  have  helped  materially  in  the  raising  of  funds. 
State  College. 

On  December  i,  1911,  a  mass  meeting  of  the  citizens  w^as  held  to  or- 
ganize a  Library  Association  for  the  support  and  advancement  of 
their  Public  Library,  founded  in  1898.  A  Christmas  play  given  by 
the  children  before  the  Woman 's  Literary  Club  was  repeated  as  benefit 
for  the  Public  Library. 
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Troy. 

The  Public  Library  is  being  organized  by  Miss  Katherine  Paine,  the 
librarian  and  several  trustees,  aided  by  the  Library  Commission  in  an 
attractive  room  in  the  county  building. 
Tunliliannoch. 

Through  the  eiforts  of  the  local  chapter  of  the  D.  A.  E.,  Tunkhan- 
nock  is  supplied  with  a  Free  Library  of  over  1,323  volumes  in  pleasant 
quarters  in  the  D.  A.  E.  building.  The  library  is  well  organized  with 
j\Iiss  Mary  D.  Childs,  librarian. 

The  first  year 's  report  for  the  10  months  of  use  by  the  public,  shows 
530  borrowers,  a  circulation  of  over  6,000  volumes.    A  story  hour  for 
children,  with  ]Miss  Lewis  as  story-teller  has  been  very  successful. 
Union  City. 

The  Public  Library  report  shows  a  very  encouraging  growth.  AVith 
a  population  of  3,104  and  1,921  volumes  in  the  library,  there  were 
1,489  borrowers  and  a  circulation  of  12.420  books. 
War  re  n. 

Beport  for  year  ending  Janiiaiy  1,  1912. 

Additions  during  the  year.  1,415;  total  niunber  of  volumes  23,097. 
Issued  for  home  use,  51,321.  Bulletins  catalogued,  408.  Public  docu- 
ments added  and  catalogued,  273.  Number  of  magazines  in  reading 
room,  83.    Eeceipts,  $6,059.82 ;  expenditures,  $5,445.15. 

The  work  in  the  children's  department  is  especially  alive.  Bulle- 
tins, birthday  portraits,  story  hour,  etc.,  are  all  kept  up.  The  relation 
between  the  school  and  the  library  is  very  close,  the  pupils  using  the 
reference  department  each  day,  and  such  books  as  they  need  are  re- 
served on  special  shelves.  The  reading  room  is  open  on  Sundays  from 
2  to  5  p.  M. 
Wellshoro. 

By  a  bequest  from  Charles  S.  Green,  who  died  at  Soaring  Branch, 
Lj'coming  county,  on  March  27,  1911,  Wellsboro  has  $50,000  for  a 
Public  Library;  $10,000  to  be  used  for  a  building;  $8,000  for  books 
and  equipment  and  $32,000  for  an  endowment. 
West  Chester. 

A  children's  room  in  charge  of  a  special  assistant  was  opened  in 
October.  The  room  was  especially  well  located  for  the  purpose,  being 
near  the  entrance  and  well  lighted.  Small  tables  and  chairs  were  put 
in  and  an  attractive  frieze  placed  over  the  book  cases.  A  story  hour 
was  conducted  by  students  from  the  State  Normal  School. 
^yilliamsport. 

The  James  V.  Brown  Library  has  established  two  branches,  one  in 
the  Silk  Mill  Branch  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  and  one  at  jMontoursville. 
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Subscription  Libraries. 

Butler. 

The  Public  Library  has  started  a  deposit  station  in  East  Butler, 
using  a  store  for  the  purpose.  Has  also  eleven  libraries  in  schools. 
During  the  summer  the  librarian  finished  a  subject  catalogue  of  the 
library.  The  library  now  has  3,704:  volumes  and  circulated  16,039 
books  for  home  use. 
Carlisle. 

]\Ir.  W.  Homer  Ames  has  been  appointed  liljrarian  of  the  Bosler 
Memorial  Library  in  place  of  Miss  Gertrude  Reed,  resigned. 
Chester. 

Miss  Martha  Kenworthy  for  many  years  librarian  of  the  Free  Li- 
brary was  forced  to  resign  on  account  of  ill  health  and  ^Irs.  Irene  J. 
Still  has  been  appointed  to  take  her  place. 
Neirtoirn. 

A  $5,000  building,  the  legacy  of  Joseph  Barnsley,  has  been  com- 
pleted and  the  librai\y  moved  into  its  new  quarters.  The  new  building 
is  of  red  brick  with  grey  stone  trimmings,  finished  on  the  inside  with 
oak.  There  are  two  front  rooms,  one  on  each  side  of  the  entrance,  for 
reading  and  reference.  The  stack  extends  across  the  back  of  the 
building  with  tlie  desk  in  the  center  opposite  tlie  door.  It  is  a  very 
well  lighted,  convenient,  cozy  little  ljuilding. 
Qvakcrtown. 

The  Richland  Library  Company  now  in  its  117th  year  has  recently 
purchased  an  old-fashioned  house  on  Main  street,  adapted  for  library 
use.  This  was  made  possible  by  some  generous  contributions.  The 
library  has  been  reorganized  by  the  librarian,  IMiss  Pi-eda  Ilaring  and 
moved  into  its  new  ciuarters. 

Normal  School  Libraries. 

Mansfield. 

Miss  Sarah  F.  Gates,  librarian  of  the  State  Normal  School,  was 
married  in  September  to  Mr.  "W.  D.  Crockett,  State  College,  Pa.  Miss 
Maud  J.  Stull,  of  Canton,  Pa.,  has  been  appointed  librarian. 
3Iillersvillc. 

Miss  Helen  Ganser,  Drexel  '11,  has  been  appointed  lil)rarian  in 
place  of  Miss  Gaston,  who  resigned. 

Colleg'e  Libraries. 

State  College — Carnegie  Library. 

Miss  Susan  K.  Becker,  for  several  years  reference  librarian,  was 
m<irried  on  September  14,  to  Mr.  John  H.  Furgeson,  of  Columbia, 
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l\Io.    Her  place  was  taken  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Forrest,  a  graduate  of 
the  Illinois  University  Library  School.    Miss  Margaret  JMcMichael, 
Drexel  '11,  was  made  assistant  cataloguer. 
Washington. 

Miss  Fannie  E.  Lowes  has  been  made  librarian  of  the  Washington 
and  Jefferson  College  Library. 


Blai7'sville. 

The  neighborhood  staff  meeting  of  the  Allegheny  Valley  District 
met  in  the  Public  Libraiy  on  March  24,  1911.  Two  interesting  ses- 
sions were  held  with  seven  libraries  represented  by  thirty-three  people. 
Carlisle. 

The  neighborhood  staff  meeting  of  the  Harrisburg  District  was  held 
in  Carlisle  on  May  4,  1911,  at  the  Bosler  Llemorial  Library.  Eleven 
libraries  were  represented  by  thirty-one  people  and  a  good  programme 
presented.  Judge  Edward  Biddle,  a  trustee,  made  an  address. 
Thomas  L.  Montgomery  gave  a  report  of  the  work  done  by  the  Legis- 
lative Reference  Bureau,  and  a  fiction  symposium  was  conducted  by 
Miss  Goddard,  of  Hagerstown,  Md.  The  afternoon  session  was  given 
to  a  paper  on  "What  a  library  may  mean  to  a  town"  by  Robert  P. 
Bliss,  followed  by  a  discussion  on  ways  for  starting  a  library  and  a 
discussion  of  the  value  of  story  telling. 
Jcnliintoivn. 

The  May  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  District  neighborhood  staff' 
meeting  was  held  at  Jenkintown  in  the  new  Abington  Library,  on 
]\Iay  17,  1911.  Eleven  libraries  were  represented  by  twenty-two  peo- 
ple. The  programme  was  as  follows :  An  address  by  Mr.  Ridpath,  of 
Jenkintown;  a  discussion  on  "What  the  public  school  expects  of  the 
library,"  by  Prof.  Groff,  principal  of  the  Jenkintown  High  School, 
and  Prof.  Cleaver,  principal  of  the  Cheltenham  High  School ;  ' '  What 
we  are  doing  for  the  public  school,"  by  Miss  Sara  Evans,  West  Ches- 
ter High  School  Library;  "Two-book  circu^lation, "  by  Mi.ss  Julia  A. 
Hopkins,  Drexel  Institute ;  ' '  History  of  the  Abington  Library, ' '  by 


Lewisburg, 


IMeshoppen, 
Tunkhannock, 


Indiana, 

Hanover, 

Pottsville, 


NEIGHBORHOOD  STAFF  MEETINGS. 


Miss  Helen  E.  "Williams;  the  "Stoiy  of  the  founding  of  the  Consho- 
hocken  Library,"  by  Mrs.  A.  Conrad  Jones;  and  "Aids  and  devices 
to  reference  work,"  by  jNIrs.  Warner,  Bryn  Mawr  College  Library. 
Malvern. 

The  Public  Library  entertained  the  neighborhood  staff  meeting  on 
November  15,  1911.  The  programme  consisted  of  a  "Summary  of  the 
Keystone  State  Library  meeting,  Saegertown,"  by  Miss  Donnelly. 
Drexel  Institute,  and  ]Miss  MacDonald,  Harrisburg;  a  paper  by 
Miss  Endicott  on  ' '  What  makes  a  juvenile  book  mediocre ; ' '  and  a 
discussion  of  new  books.  In  spite  of  the  very  inclement  weather  the 
meeting  was  attended  by  twenty-eight  representatives  from  fifteen 
libraries. 
Meadville. 

The  seventh  annual  meeting  of  the  Northwestern  Pennsylvania  Li- 
brary Association,  was  held  in  the  library  of  the  Allegheny  College, 
jMeadville,  Pa.,  on  Jime  8-9,  1911.  There  was  a  good  attendance,  and 
a  part  of  the  programme  consisted  of  an  address  by  Dr.  William  II. 
Crawford,  president  of  the  college ;  a  consideration  of  the  ' '  Work  in 
small  libraries" — "inside  the  library,"  by  Miss  Monchow,  of  Dun- 
kirk, and  "Outside  the  walls,"  by  Mrs.  Hard,  of  Erie;  Dr.  Franklin 
C.  Southworth,  gave  an  address  on  "Henrick  Ibsen  and  his  message." 
Mr.  Walter  C.  Green,  librarian,  of  the  Theological  Library,  discussed 
the  "Reference  Department;"  Dr.  W.  A.  Elliott,  "Helping  students 
use  the  library;"  Miss  Clara  B.  McJunkin  talked  on  the  "Care  and 
use  of  clippings,"  and  Miss  Anna  IMacDonald  conducted  a  fiction  sym- 
posium. 

Tioga.  • 

The  Mansfield  District  neighborhood  staff  meeting  was  held  in 
Tioga  on  May  26,  1911,  with  seven  libraries  represented.  Miss  Mary 
S.  Shepard,  of  Mansfi(^Id,  gave  an  exhibition  of  mending  and  recasing 
of  books;  Miss  Stella  Doane,  of  the  Drexel  Institute  Library  School, 
read  a  paper  on  ' '  What  a  library  may  mean  to  a  small  town ; ' '  Mr.  L. 
E.  Channel,  of  Wellsboro,  on  "How  to  finance  a  library,"  and  Miss 
Sarah  F.  Gates  talked  on  "Book  Buying,  when  and  where."  Each 
paper  was  followed  by  a  general  discussion  of  the  subject. 
Wyalusing. 

The  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  Towanda  neighborhood  staff  meet- 
ing was  held  in  the  Free  Library,  Wyalusing,  on  June  13.  Miss 
Mary  D.  Childs,  of  Tunkhannock,  read  a  paper  on  "Centralizing  li- 
brary work  in  a  to^ra;"  Miss  Helen  Rockwell  talked  of  "Children's 
work  in  Cleveland  Public  Library;"  and  a  fiction  symposium  based 


on  Miss  Corinne  Bacon's  paper  on  "What  makes  a  novel  immoral,"' 
was  entered  into  with  enthi;siasm.  The  morning  session  was  shortened 
enough  to  give  time  for  a  fine  aiitomobile  ride  to  Camptown. 

SUBSCRIPTION  VS.  FREE  LIBRARIES. 

Tlie  problem  confronting  many  of  our  libraries  established  many 
years  ago  and  organized  in  the  manner  then  in  vogue,  is,  how  to  change 
to  the  newer  plan  in  order  to  make  them  of  greater  use  and  to  secure 
a  larger  support.  i\Iany  libraries  have  done  this  and  the  experiences 
of  some  of  them  may  be  helpful  and  suggestive  to  those  contemplating 
such  a  change. 

The  Abington  Library  of  Jenkintown.  was  revived  in  its  99th  year. 
The  old  stock  company  had  dwindled  to  13  members  and  the  library 
to  1  ..570  dusty,  unused  books  housed  in  a  very  dilapidated  building. 
With  the  consent  of  the  stockholders,  a  group  of  interested  people  had 
the  books  cleaned  and  moved  into  better  quarters.  They  raised  some 
money  for  reorganizing  the  library  and  purchasing  books  and  re- 
opened for  use.  On  its  one-hundredth  birthday  it  was  made  free. 
Theie  are  no  statistics  available  showing  the  use  of  the  library  before 
it  was  reorganized,  but  the  first  report  afterward  was  as  follows : 
Volumes,  3,553;  circulation,  5,898;  borrowers,  289;  visitors,  8,671,  and 
$1,830.56  contributed  towards  running  expenses  and  endowment  fund. 

Eight  years  afterwards  finds  the  library  housed  in  a  beautiful  $15,- 
000  building  with  an  endowment  fund  of  about  $10,000.  The  number 
of  volumes  has  grown  to  7,120;  circulation  to  11,838;  borrowers  to 
699 ;  visitors  to  14,597  and  funds  for  maintenance  alone  about  $1,500. 


The  W.  D.  Himmelreich  Library  was  established  in  1898  as  an  en- 
dowed library  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Lewisburg. 
It  was  foimded  by  a  bequest  which  provided  for  a  beautiful  building 
and  an  endowment  fimd  for  purchase  of  books,  etc.  For  many  years 
it  was  run  as  a  Sunday  School  library,  but  others  could  get  the  use  of 
the  books  by  paying  an  annual  fee.  In  1910  the  trustees  felt  that 
something  should  be  done  to  increase  its  usefulness  and  after  careful 
consideration  decided  to  make  it  free  to  all.  This  step  was  taken  with 
much  hesitation,  but  the  following  report  of  the  first  year's  work  shows 
how  needless  the  hesitation  was : 

The  Himmelreich  Library  began  the  year  1911  with  a  new  system 
of  classification  and  with  revised  rules  and  regulations.  Naturally, 
it  is  of  interest  to  note  the  results  of  changes  that  have  cost  not  only 
money,  but  much  time  and  labor  as  well. 
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The  new  system  of  classification,  wliicli  places  together  on  the 
shelves  books  treating  of  the  same  subject,  has  brought  to  notice  a 
great  many  books  that  were  formerly  passed  by.  Also,  because  the 
books  of  a  general  reference  character  are  placed  together  in  one 
corner  of  the  reading  room,  reference  Avork  can  now  be  done  with 
much  more  ease  and  quickness.  Besides,  the  card  catalogue  saves 
much  time  by  enabling  one  to  see  at  a  glance  what  books  iipon  a  given 
subject  are  to  be  found  in  the  library.  Altogether,  then,  with  a  more 
systematic  arrangement  of  books  and  a  fuller  card  catalogue,  the  re- 
sources of  the  library  are  now  more  than  ever  available  to  the  public. 

Not  only  have  its  resources  become  more  available,  but  its  privi- 
leges have  been  greatly  extended.  Free  use  of  the  library  w^as  granted 
to  the  residents  of  Lewisburg  and  vicinity ;  an  additional  opening  was 
arranged  for  Saturday  afternoons,  for  the  special  benefit  of  children ; 
fines  were  imposed  for  detention  of  books;  books  Avere  reserved  upon 
payment  of  a  cent  for  notice ;  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
two  books  (only  one  of  which  might  be  fiction)  were  allowed  to  be 
drawn  on  a  card. 

As  a  result  of  these  new  rules  and  regulations,  the  number  of  bor- 
rowers has  more  than  doubled ;  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  public  schools 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  read  and  to  borrow  books, 
and  through  the  story  hour  have  become  acquainted  with  some  of  the 
best  juvenile  literature ;  the  fines  imposed  have  helped  to  keep  the 
books  in  better  cirevilation ;  providing,  at  the  same  time,  additional 
funds;  the  reserving  of  books  has  enabled  borrowers  to  have  equal 
chance  in  getting  the  new  books,  if  they  so  desired ;  and  for  various 
reasons,  a  number  of  borrowers  have  found  it  desirable  to  draw  two 
books  at  a  time. 

With  these  facts  in  mind,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the 
library  has  this  year  been  of  greater  value  to  the  public. 

In  1912,  however,  we  wish  to  make  the  libraiy  of  still  greater  bene- 
fit to  those  who  have  opportunity  to  use  it.  Its  system  is  not  yet  clear 
to  many.  A  plan  for  teaching  pupils  of  the  public  schools  how  to  use 
a  library  has  been  sucessfully  tried  in  many  places.  Such  a  course  for 
high  school  students  has  already  been  prepared,  and  it  is  to  be  given 
in  our  High  School  this  winter.  Courses  for  the  lower  grades  are  also 
in  preparation.  We  hope  in  this  way  to  help  at  least  some  of  those 
who  should  and  do  make  much  use  of  the  library. 

A  few  new  magazines  along  some  lines  not  before  represented  are 
expected  to  contribute  to  the  value  and  interest  of  the  reading  room. 


15 

Comparative  statement  for  the  years  1910  and  1911 : 


1910  1911 

Total  number  of  books  in  circulation,  .  . .  2,211  10,394 

Fiction   1,987  7,995 

Non-fiction,    227  2,399 

Number  of  borrowers,   about  200  706 

Number  of  borrowers,  not  members  of 

the  Sunday  School  or  Congregation,  . .  0  459 

Reading  Room  attendance,   2,007  3,259 

Story  Hours,    0  26 

Story  hour  attendance,    0  1,106 

Subscriptions   $5.00  0 

Fines,    0  $39.55 


The  following  report  was  received  from  ]\Ialvern  Public  Library 
in  answer  to  a  request  for  a  statement  of  the  first  year's  work  as  a 
free  library : 

' '  I  am  only  too  glad  to  give  you  the  information  desired,  and  I  sin- 
cerely hope  it  may  be  the  means  of  encouraging  subscription  libraries 
to  become  free  libraries.  We  have  never  regretted  the  move  we  made 
almost  a  year  ago,  and  although  our  financial  condition  has,  at  times, 
been  rather  strained,  nevertheless  we  are  greatly  elated  over  the  suc- 
cess we  have  had  with  our  venture.  I  believe  I  am  voicing  the  opinion 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  when  I  state  that  we  would  not,  for  one 
moment,  consider  the  question  of  going  back  to  the  subscription 
library. 

"As  to  the  matter  of  statistics  showing  growth,  etc.,  of  the  library, 
I  think  this  can  be  best  shown  by  sending  yow  a  copy  of  the  report 
made  for  six  months  on  ^lay  31st,  1910,  and  of  the  report  which  will 
be  handed  in  at  our  ]\Iay  meeting  on  the  8th,  which,  although  it  is  not 
for  one  year,  is  near  enough  to  give  any  one  an  idea  of  the  rapid 
growth. 

"I  would  particularly  call  your  attention  to  the  difference  in  the 
number  of  books  donated  and  the  cash  received  for  the  Book  Reception 
of  February,  1910,  and  that  of  February,  1911. 

"Then,  whenever  we  have  a  market,  festival,  or  in  fact  anything 
for  the  benefit  of  the  library,  nearly  all  the  town  turns  out  to  do  us 
'homage.'  Where,  before  we  Avcre  free,  there  seemed  to  be  a  feeling 
that  the  library  was  onlj'-  for  a  certain  class  of  people — those  who  had 
money  enough  to  take  out  a  subscription — the  class  we  really  wanted 
to  reach  remained  aAvay. 
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"You  will  notice  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of  readers  which 
means  those  that  sit  and  read  in  the  library  for  a  half  hour  or  more. 
All  of  these  readers  have  been  boys,  with  only  two,  or  perhaps  not 
more  than  six  young  men.  So  you  see  the  younger  generation  is  be- 
ginning to  be  interested.  The  boys  are  even  so  interested  that  they 
beg  me  to  let  them  help  me  when  I  have  any  cataloguing  to  do  or  even 
repair  work,  in  fact  I  am  so  overrun  with  youngsters  that  I  cannot 
move  for  fear  of  stepping  on  them.  I  believe  that  we  are  at  last  reach- 
ing the  class  of  people  whom  the  librarj^  will  benefit,  viz.,  mill  hands 
and  the  poorer  classes,  and  this  class  seems  to  appreciate  what  is  being 
done  for  them  and  always  try  to  help  us  out  whenever  they  can.  How- 
ever, we  shall  soon  see  how  interested  the  upper  classes  are,  for  we  are 
now  soliciting  Association  dues  for  the  ensuing  year.  So  far,  the 
Committee  repoi't  they  have  been  very  successful,  having  had  very 
few  '  turn  downs. ' 

"Perhaps  I  would  better  explain  the  meaning  of  the  tenn  'Asso- 
ciation Dues.'  Our  lilii'ary  is  supported  (partially)  by  an  Association, 
to  become  a  member  of  which,  it  is  necessary  to  pay  One  Dollar  per 
annum.  This  sum  entitles  the  person  in  whose  name  it  is  made  to  the 
withdrawal  of  two  (2)  books  at  a  time  and  the  privilege  of  taking 
part,  voting,  etc.,  in  any  meeting  of  the  Association.  The  Association 
thus  formed  elects  fifteen  (15)  trustees  to  serve  for  one  year  and  the 
1 5  trustees  elect  their  own  officers,  who  have  full  charge  of  the  govei'n- 
ment  of  the  library.  At  the  April  meeting  (second  Monday  of  the 
month)  a  Committee  of  five  (5)  members  is  appointed  to  solicit  As- 
sociation Dues  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  begins  the  second  Monday 
in  June.  At  the  May  meeting  a  Committee  of  five  members  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair  (two  of  this  committee  being  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees)  who  secure  from  the  Association  Dues  Committee 
a  list  of  the  members  for  the  year  and  from  this  list  choose  thirty 
(30)  suitable  persons,  posting  these  names  in  the  library  two  weeks 
before  the  Annual  IMeeting  in  June,  from  which  list  the  Association 
members  shall  vote  for  15.  In  the  event  of  an  Association  member 
not  being  able  to  be  present,  he  or  she  may  hand  in  a  sealed  vote  to  the 
Librarian,  same  to  remain  sealed  until  the  counting  of  votes  by  the 
proper  tellers. 

"I  trust  I  have  written  you  the  desired  information,  if  not,  do  not 
hestitate  to  ask  for  whatever  more  you  need,  I  shall  be  only  too  glad 
to  give  it  to  you.  If  you  so  desire,  you  may  scatter  this  letter  and 
contents  anywhei"e  you  think  it  will  encourage  other  libraries  to  take 
the  same  step  we  did  about  a  year  ago. 
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Made  free  June  1st.  1910. 


5  I 


Volumes,  donated. 
Volumes  in  library 
Borrowers  


1909-10 
248  &  $25 


1910-11 
369  &  $38 


Circulation,  books,   

Circulation,  magazines,  

Readers  (in  the  library).  .  .  . 


2.18-1: 

lU 
2.008 
143 
324 


2,454 
433 

9.176 
378 

1,189 


SUMMER  SCHOOL. 


Last  year  the  authorities  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  College  decided 
that  librarians  were  co-workers  with  teachers  in  the  educational  field 
and  were  entitled  to  recognition  as  such.  They,  therefore,  opened  the 
doors  of  the  Summer  Cour.se  for  Teachers  to  librarians  on  an  equal 
footing.  It  is  possible,  under  this  decision,  for  such  library  workers  as 
desire  to  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  take  a  vacation  in  a 
beautiful  spot,  at  a  beautiful  time  of  the  year,  and  at  the  same  time 
pursue  courses  in  the  study  of  some  subject  in  wliieh  they  are  inter- 
ested. This  is  a  splendid  offer  and  our  librarians  are  urged  to  take 
advantage  of  it. 

At  the  same  time  the  Free  Library  Commission  was  offered  all  the 
necessary  facilities  for  conducting  a  school  of  instruction  for  librar- 
ians if  they  desired  to  establish  one.  As  the  Commission  had,  for  sev- 
eral years,  been  considering  the  possibility  of  imdertaking  such  work 
and  had  been  deterred  by  the  lack  of  just  what  the  College  offered, 
the  opporttmity  was  gratefully  seized  and  plans  made.  Miss  Julia  A. 
Hopkins,  of  the  Drexel  Institute  Liljrary  School,  and  IMiss  Helen  G. 
Retterly,  Children's  Librarian  in  the  Osterhout  Free  Library,  Wilkes- 
Barre,  were  secured  to  assist  the  members  of  the  Commission  staff  in 
giving  instruction. 

The  session  began  on  June  26th.  closing  Augvist  4th.  Special  lec- 
tures were  given  by  Dr.  E.  W.  Rimkle,  librarian.  Carnegie  Library, 
State  CIoHege.  on  the  "Psychology  of  reading;"  ^Ir.  Gilbert  D.  Emer- 
.son.  Philadelphia,  on  "Bookbinding;"  Mr.  Thomas  L.  Montgomery. 
State  Librarian,  on  "Some  prominent  library  workers;"  I\Ir.  Robert 
P.  Bliss,  Assi.stant  Secretary  Free  Library  Commission,  on  "Penn- 
s.ylvania  libraries,"  "Book  buying."  and  "Book  ordering;"  i\Iiss 
Mary  A.  True.  Foxbiu'g,  Pa.,  on  "The  work  of  a  .small  village  li- 
brary;" Miss  Caroline  Burnite,  Cleveland  Public  Libraiy.  on  "Chil- 
dren's work;"  and  Mrs.  H.  L.  Elmendorff,  Buffalo  Public  Library,  on 
"Children's  poetr3^"  Miss  Julia  A.  Hopkins  gave  twenty-two  lec- 
tures on  Reference  work,  book  selection  and  administration.  ^Tiss 
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Helen  G.  Betterly  gave  six  lectures  on  children's  work;  Mv/,s  A.  A. 
IMacDonald,  Free  Library  Connnission,  gave  fifty  lectures  on  cata- 
loguing, classification,  subject  headings,  accessioning,  shelf  listing 
magazine  and  book  reviewing;  and  Mrs.  Maiy  E.  Prowell,  Free 
Libi'ary  Commission,  gave  four  hours'  instruction  in  book  mending. 

Fifteen  students  were  enrolled  as  follows: — 

Bailey,  Maud  M.,  Private  Secretary,  State  College,  partial  course, 

Balderston,  Edith  C.  C,  In.  Friend's  Library,  Philadelphia. 

Bedford,  Sarah  P.,  In.  Library  Association,  West  Chester. 

Buzby,  Ethel,  In.  Public  Library,  Royersford. 

Clapp,  Mrs.  Helen  M.,  Asst.  In.  Ross  Library,  Lock  Haven,  partial 
course. 

Currey,  Adda  Roe,  Asst.  Cataloguer,  Free  Liljrary  Commission,. 

Harrisburg,  partial  course. 
Etters,  Jessie  D.,  asst..  Carnegie  Library.  State  College,  Pa.,  partial 

course. 

Gray,  Julia  C.  In.  Agricultural  Libi^ary,  State  College,  partial 
course. 

Hesse,  Marie,  teacher,  Bethlehem,  partial  course. 

Peterson,  M.  Leona,  In.  Public  Library,  Kane. 

Potts,  Edith  "W.,  Ref.  In.  Academy  Library,  Bryn  Athyn. 

Sheeley,  Ella  M.,  In.  Jmiiata  College  Library,  Huntingdon. 

Shields,  Charlotte  E.,  In.  Himmelreich  Library,  Lewisburg,  Pa. 

Smedley,  Rebecca,  jr..  In.  Free  Library,  Media. 

Stroll,  Cornelia  E.,  cataloguer.  Academy  Library,  Bryn  Athyn. 

Practically  the  same  course  Avill  be  given  by  the  same  instructors 
for  the  1912  session.  A  special  course  of  30  hours  is  to  be  added  for 
teachers;  not  to  include  instruction  in  libraiy  economy  but  to  give 
instruction  in  the  use  of  a  library  and  reference  books,  to  study  chil- 
dren's  books,  books  for  supplementary  reading,  lists,  etc.  Miss  Mar- 
tha Conner,  cataloguer,  Carnegie  Library  State  College,  will  give 
eighteen  hours'  lecture  in  this  course. 

A.  L.  A.  CATALOGUE  1904-11. 

Librarians  and  book  committees  should  note  the  fact  that  a  supple- 
ment to  the  A.  L.  A.  Catalogue,  1904,  is  about  to  be  issued  by  the 
A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board.  This  volume,  which  will  be  called  the 
"A.  L.  A.  Catalogue,  1904-11,"  will,  in  effect,  be  a  cumulation  of  the 
"Booklist"  for  these  years.  There  will,  however,  be  some  changes. 
Some  of  the  books  which  have  found  a  place  in  the  Booklist  have  been 
already  superseded  or  have  lost  their  usefulness  and  wall  not  be  found 
in  the  pm-manent  list.    Others,  which  were  overlooked  before  will  he 
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included  iu  the  new  volume.  The  work  will  therefore  be  made  up  of 
those  books  which  have  been  tried  and  found  useful  and  of  more 
IDcrmanent  value.  The  editing,  in  spite  of  all  the  difficulties,  has  been 
ably  done  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  editor-in-chief. 

The  new  volume  is  to  be  issued  by  the  A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board 
instead  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  will  be  sold  from  the  Chicago 
office.  The  price  will  be  $1.50,  but  for  copies  ordered  in  advance  of 
publication  the  price  will  be  $1.00.  The  attention  of  liln-arians  and 
book  conunittees  is  called  to  the  opportunity  to  get  this  indispensable 
tool  so  cheaply  and  they  are  urged  to  put  in  an  order  at  once.  The 
book  will  be  necessary  to  the  proper  selection  of  books  and  should  be 
in  every  library  at  the  earliest  moment. 

PERIODICALS  FOR  SALE. 

The  attention  of  librarians  is  called  to  the  fact  that  James  A.  Case, 
of  Otis,  Mass.,  has  a  number  of  l)ound  volumes  of  periodicals  which 
he  wishes  to  dispose  of.  Those  who  wish  to  complete  files,  may  find  it 
of  advantage  to  communicate  with  him  about  the  matter. 

EXCHANGE  COLUMN. 

Some  of  the  libraries  have  discovered  and  made  good  use  of  the  col- 
lection of  periodicals  gathered  by  the  Free  Library  Commission. 
Most  of  the  complete  volumes  have  been  given  away  but  there  are  still 
many  odd  numbers  which  might  be  useful  in  completing  volumes. 
The  Commission  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  libraries  which  need  assist- 
ance along  this  line.  They  are  also  ready  to  receive  any  duplicate 
magazines  the  libraries  wish  to  dispose  of.  These  will  be  passed  on  to 
places  where  they  will  be  of  service. 

The  Free  Library  Commission  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  libraries 
having  vmused  copies  of  the  Reader's  Guide  and  the  Book  Review 
Digest,  either  monthly  or  yearly.  These  may  be  of  much  use  in  the 
small  libraries  which  are  not  able  to  subscribe. 

They  would  also  like  to  hear  from  the  small  libraries  which  sub- 
scribe to  magazines  and  could  use  the  indexes  to  advantage. 

The  Troy  Public  Library  has  a  copy  of  the  A.  L.  A.  Catalogue,  1904, 
which  it  would  like  to  dispose  of. 

The  Public  Library.  Kane.  Pa.,  has  a  copy  of  Dewey,  Abridged  deci- 
mal classification  for  sale. 
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A  PROPOSED  GENERAL  LIBRARY  LAW. 

Pennsylvania  library  legislation  is  in  somewhat  the  same  condi- 
tion as  that  which  led  Topsy  to  declare  that  she  had  "jest  growed". 
Beginning'  with  the  Act  of  1864,  which  authorized  school  districts  to 
accept  gifts  of  books  and  other  property  for  free  library  purposes  and 
coming  down  to  the  school  code  of  1911,  the  legislatures  have  put 
twenty-one  statutes  relating  to  public  libraries  on  the  books.  Most  of 
these  have  been  prepared  bj^  people  who  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
library  situation  in  general  and  no  thought  for  any  but  local  condi- 
tions. Hence  they  are  of  limited  application,  difficult  of  interpreta- 
tion, conflicting  in  provisions  and  of  doubtful  constitutionality.  No 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the  fact  that  many  of  our  nuuiicipalities  are 
operating  under  special  charters  and  do  not  come  under  laws  affecting 
municipalities  as  graded  by  the  present  constitution,  and  therefore 
cannot  take  advantage  of  the  present  libi^ary  laws.  The  result  is  that 
all  our  libraries  are  in  danger  of  trouble  from  an  adverse  decision  by 
the  courts  and  there  are  many  places  where  libraries  are  desired  but 
cannot  be  organized  because  of  lack  of  legal  power. 

During  the  years  since  the  first  free  library  legislation  in  the  United 
States  many  experiments  have  been  tried  out,  some  of  them  proving 
successful  and  others  not.   Advantage  should  be  taken  of  this  mass  of 
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experience  and  provision  made  for  the  adoption  of  the  best  plans  and 
the  rejection  of  those  whicli  have  failed. 

Within  the  last  twenty  years  the  ideals  and  aims  of  library  workers 
have  completely  changed.  Ideas  which  were  new  when  our  first 
library  laws  were  adopted  have  talven  the  place  of  older  ones  and  some 
which  had  not  been  thought  of  at  that  time  have  come  up  and  been 
universally  adopted. 

All  of  these  considerations  have  made  the  Free  Library  Commission 
feel  that  the  time  has  come  for  a  thorough  revision  of  our  library  laws. 
This  revision  does  not  involve  the  adoption  of  any  new  principle  but 
sjinply  the  rounding  out  of  the  present  provisions  so  as  to  make  them 
fof  general  application.  With  the  assistance  of  Hon.  Charles  I.  Landis, 
'President  Judge  of  Lancaster  County,  the  old  legislation  was  brought 
together  and  made  into  a  harmonious  whole.  Then  provision  was 
made  for  certain  points  which  were  not  included  and  what  is  thought 
T.to  be  a  well  rounded  system  was  built. 

An  effort  was  made  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  to  have  this 
Ibill  enacted  into  law,  which  was  unsuccessful  because  of  lack  of  in- 
terest on  the  part  of  library  people  and  partly  because  of  the  opposi- 
tion  of  one  of  the  legislators  to  one  of  the  provisions.  Another  factor 
was  the  introduction  of  a  bill  in  the  interests  of  one  of  our  libraries 
which  some  of  the  legislators  confused  with  this  one. 

We  are  publishing  in  this  number  the  bill  as  introduced  in  the  last 
legislature.  It  is  hoped  that  librarians  and  trustees  will  go  over  the 
matter  carefully  and  see  whether  all  points  are  covered  as  they  should 
be.   Two  questions  should  be  kept  in  mind  while  going  over  the  bill : 

First.  Does  this  change  any  provision  under  which  we  are  working 
at  the  present  time  in  such  a  way  as  to  interfere  with  our  operation  ? 

Second.  Are  there  any  points  which  our  experience  shows  should  be 
covered  but  which  have  been  overlooked? 

We  hope  that  this  bill  will  have  the  careful  attention  of  all  who  are 
interested  in  our  libraries  and  that  we  may  have  the  united  help  of  all 
in  making  this  as  perfect  as  possible.  Let  us  see  if  we  cannot  get  a  law 
which  will  not  need  to  be  amended  for  many  years. 

Then,  after  we  have  got  it  into  good  shape,  let  us  all  work  for  its 
passage  by  the  legislature.  There  is  nothing  there  which  should  not  be 
on  the  books  and  there  is  little  which  is  not  there  already.  If  the 
boards  of  library  trustees  will  take  this  up  with  their  representatives 
next  fall,  there  is  no  reason  for  the  bill  failing  and  then  Pennsylvania 
will  be  able  to  go  ahead  in  many  directions.         ^hi-.  ■. 
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An  act  relating  to  free  public  non-sectariau  libraries  and  branch 
libraries  within  this  Commonwealth;  providing  for  their  estab- 
lishment, maintenance  and  regulation  and  for  the  maintenance 
and  regulation  of  such  free  public  non-sectarian  libraries  as  may 
have  been  already  established  hy  the  several  counties,  cities,  bor- 
oughs, towns,  townships  and  school  districts;  and  providing  that 
all  library  property  and  all  gifts,  devises,  grants  or  endowments 
for  library  purposes  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation ;  and  provid- 
ing that  the  several  counties,  cities,  boroughs,  towns,  townships 
and  school  districts  may  levy  taxes,  condemn  private  property 
and  borrow  money  for  library  purposes  and  imposing  penalties 
for  injuring  library  property  and  for  violation  of  library  regula- 
tions and  repealing  existing  laws  in  relation  to  the  above  subjects. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted.  &c..  that  all  counties,  cities,  boroughs, 
towns,  whether  incorporated  under  general  or  special  acts,  towTiships 
and  school  districts  are  hereby  empowered,  either  separately  or  in  eon- 
junction  with  one  another,  under  the  terms  of  an  agreement  duly  en- 
tered into  as  provided  in  section  6,  of  this  act,  to  make  appropriations, 
from  time  to  time,  under  such  conditions  as  the  governing  authorities  of 
the  same  shall  see  fit.  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  free 
public  non-sectarian  libraries,  with  or  without  branches,  or  branch 
non-sectarian  libraries,  and  also  in  aid  of  such  free  public  non-sec- 
tarian libraries  as  shall  have  been  already  established,  within  their  or 
either  of  their  respective  limits:  Provided,  however,  That  appropria- 
tions for  maintenance  and  aid  shall  equal  one  mill  on  the  dollar  an- 
nually on  all  taxable  property  Avithin  said  respective  districts,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  certified  by  the  board  of  library  trustees, 
hereinafter  provided  for,  to  be  necessary.  Special  taxes  for  these  pur- 
poses may  be  levied  on  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  taxable  property 
within  any  district,  or  the  same  may  be  levied  and  collected  Avith  the, 
general  taxes. 

Sec.  2.  In  making  such  appropriations,  counties  shall  act  by  their 
county  commissioners,  cities,  boroughs  and  towns  by  their  executive 
head  and  councils,  townships  by  their  supervisors,  and  school  districts 
by  their  board  of  school  directors. 

Sec.  3.  Every  library  established  or  Avholly  or  partially  maintained 
under  this  act  shall  be  forever  free  to  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of 
"the  respective  districts  establishing  or  maintaining  or  assisting  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  same;  always  subject  to  such  reasonable  rules  and 
regulations  as  the  board  of  direction  or  trustees  or  commission  or  cor- 
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poration,  having  the  library  in  charge,  may  adopt ;  and  the  governing 
body  of  the  library  may  extend  the  privileges  and  the  use  of  the  same 
to  persons  residing  outside  of  the  district  or  districts  that  have  created 
or  are  assisting  in  maintaining  it,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
from  time  to  time  may  be  prescribed. 

Sec.  4.  The  said  governing  body,  whether  the  same  be  a  board  of 
direction,  or  trustees,  or  a  commission,  or  a  corporation,  shall  annually 
■furnish  a  report  to  the  authorities  of  the  county,  city,  borough,  town, 
township  or  school  district  maintaining  or  assisting  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  said  library,  stating  its  condition  and  that  of  any  branch 
or  branches,  the  varous  sums  of  money  received  and  how  expended 
and  for  what  purpose,  the  number  of  books  and  periodicals  on  hand, 
the  number  added  by  purchase,  gift  or  otherwise  during  the  year,  the 
number  lost,  or  missing,  or  Avithdrawn,  the  number  of  registered  read- 
ers, and  such  other  statistics,  information  and  suggestions  as  they  maj^ 
deem  of  general  public  interest.  It  shall  also  furnish  to  the  Free  Li- 
brary Commission  of  the  State  such  information  as  to  its  work  as  may 
be  asked  for. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  board  of  direction,  trustees, 
commission  or  corporation,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  take  and  hold  any 
property,  real  and  personal,  for  the  use  of  the  said  library ;  and  any 
person  desiring  to  make  donations  of  books,  money,  personal  property 
or  real  estate  shall  have  the  right  to  vest  the  title  to  the  same  in  the 
said  board  of  direction,  trustees,  commission,  or  corporation,  to  be  held 
and  controlled  by  said  board  of  direction,  trustees,  commission,  or 
corporation,  when  accepted,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  deed,  gift, 
devise  or  bequest  of  such  property ;  and  as  to  such  property,  the  said 
board  of  direction,  trustees,  commission,  or  corporation,  shall  be  held 
and  considered  to  be  special  trustees. 

Sec.  6.  No  agreement  between  districts  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
one  another  as  provided  for  in  section  1  of  this  act  shall  be  valid  until 
same  shall  have  been  accepted  by  a  majority  vote  of  each  of  the  parties 
thereto,  acting  separately,  and  TUitil  the  provisions  thereof  are  stated 
in  full  in  Avriting.  and  signed  by  the  parties  thereto.  Said  agreement 
shall  set  forth  the  purpose,  the  terms  as  to  the  support  and  control  and 
the  conditions  under  which  the  agreement  shall  be  terminated.  No 
change  shall  be  made  in  said  agreement  except  by  a  majority  vote 
of  each  of  the  parties  thereto. 

Sec.  7.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  any  county,  the 
mayor  and  councils  of  any  city,  the  burgess  and  councils  of  any  bor- 
ough or  town,  the  supervisors  of  any  township  and  board  of  school 
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directors  of  any  school  district  within  this  Commonwealth,  to  enter 
into  contracts  or  agreements  with  any  person  or  persons  desiring  to 
donate  to  said  counties,  cities,  boroughs,  towns,  townships  or  school 
districts,  or  to  any  board  of  direction,  trustees,  commission  or  cor- 
poration duly  constituted  for  the  management  of  any  free  public  non- 
sectarian  library  or  libraries  within  the  same,  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money,  to  be  used  for  the  establishment  of  a  free  public  non-sectarian 
library  or  of  free  branch  libraries  in  the  said  districts,  or  both ;  or 
such  person  or  persons  making  such  donations  may  constitute  and 
designate  any  such  board  of  direction,  trustees,  commission,  or  cor- 
poration, managing  any  free  public  non-sectarian  library  or  libraries, 
or  branch  libraries,  in  the  said  districts,  or  any  individual  as  he  or 
they  may  select,  to  represent  him  or  them  as  a  party  to  such  contracts 
or  agreements;  and  said  contracts  or  agreements  may  be  authorized 
and  executed  by  the  aforesaid  public  authorities  of  the  respective  dis- 
tricts above  mentioned,  and  when  so  authorized  and  executed,  shall  be 
binding  on  the  said  districts. 

Sec.  8.  Said  contracts  or  agreements  may  provide  for  the  accept- 
ance of  such  donation  or  donations  of  money  to  be  used  for  the  erection 
of  free  public  non-sectarian  libraries,  or  branch  free  public  non-sec- 
tarian libraries,  by  the  said  districts  or  by  the  board  of  direction,  trus- 
tees, commission  or  corporation  duly  constituted  to  manage  the  free 
public  non-sectarian  libraries  therein,  and  may  provide  that  the  said 
districts  may  and  shall  acquire,  from  time  to  time,  or  at  any  time 
or  times  to  be  fixed  in  and  by  the  terms  of  the  said  contract  or  agree- 
ment, by  gift  or  purchase,  sites  upon  which  shall  be  erected  buildings 
for  the  said  free  public  non-sectarian  libraries  or  branches  thereof ; 
the  sites  so  acquired  shall  be  such  as  may  be  assented  to  and  approved 
by  the  boards  of  direction,  trustees,  commissions  or  corporations  au- 
thorized to  manage  the  free  public  non-sectarian  libraries  in  said  di.s- 
tricts,  and  when  so  acquired,  shall  be  used  for  the  erection  thereon  of 
the  said  free  public  non-sectarian  library  buildings  with  funds  do- 
nated as  aforesaid  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  said  contracts  or 
agreements. 

Sec.  9.  Said  contracts  and  agreements  may  further  provide  for  the 
annual  appropriation,  by  the  said  districts,  of  such  amount  or  amounts 
for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said  free  public  non-sectarian 
libraries,  as  the  same  shall  be  erected  or  under  construction,  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  by  and  between  the  said  districts  and  the  said  donor  or 
donors  of  said  money,  or  the  persons  or  corporations  representing  him 
or  them ;  and  such  amount  or  amounts  shall  thereupon  become  a  charge 
upon  the  said  district,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  any  act  or 


acts  now  in  force,  and  notwithstanding  that,  at  the  date  of  the  said 
contract  or  contracts  no  appropriation  has  been  made  by  said  district 
for  the  purpose  thereof ;  said  chai'ge  to  be  annually  provided  for  out 
of  the  tax  levy  of  said  districts. 

Sec.  10.  Said  contracts  or  agreements  may  provide  for  changes  in, 
or  abandonment  of,  the  sites  originally  selected,  if  or  when  such  change 
or  abandonment  may  be  found  necessary  or  desirable,  and  may  contain 
such  other  terms,  conditions  and  restrictions  for  the  furtherance  of 
the  objects  and  purposes  thereof  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon 
by  the  said  parties. 

Sec.  11.  The  affairs  of  all  free  public  non-sectarian  libraries  estab- 
lished or  maintained  or  both  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be 
under  the  direction  and  control  of  a  board  of  not  more  than  nine  trus- 
tees, who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  authorities  of  the  respective  dis- 
tricts creating  or  aiding  said  library  for  a  term  of  five  years,  and  shall 
serve  without  compensation ;  and  where  two  or  more  districts  have 
joined  together  for  this  purpose,  they  shall  be  appointed  in  such  man- 
ner as  shall  be  mutually  agreed  upon.  "When  libraries  are  thus  estab- 
lished, the  first  appointees  shall  be  appointed  one  for  one  year,  one  for 
two  years,  two  for  three  years,  two  for  four  years  and  the  remainder 
for  five  years  and  thereafter  annually,  appointments  shall  be  made  to 
fill  expiring  terms  each  for  the  full  term  of  five  years.  All  vacancies 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Board  for  the  balance  of  the  term  made  vacant. 
The  Board  shall  be  organized  by  the  election  of  a  president,  a  secre- 
tary and  a  treasurer  from  its  membership,  who  shall  receive  no  com- 
pensation for  their  services  as  such,  and  such  other  officers  and  agents 
as  shall  be  deemed  necessary ;  and  the  treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  such 
sum  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Board:  Provided,  however,  That 
any  free  public  non-sectarian  library  established  before  the  passage  of 
this  act  may  retain  its  existing  form  of  organization  until  such  time 
as  it  sees  fit  to  change  the  same  so  as  to  conform  with  these  provisions ; 
and  any  such  library  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  other  provisions  of  this 
act  and  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  and  privileges  hereof  without  regard 
to  its  form  of  organization  or  the  manner  of  its  creation  and  mainte- 
nance and  any  free  public  non-sectarian  library  now  established 
through  private  enterprise,  whether  incorporated  or  not,  may  retain 
its  organization,  and,  at  the  same  time,  receive  public  aid  under  this 
act. 

Sec.  12.  Any  county,  city,  borough,  town,  township,  or  school  dis- 
trict is  hereby  authorized  to  purchase  or  set  apart  lands  and  buildings, 
or  parts  of  buildings  already  owned  by  it,  or  both,  or  to  erect  or  lease 


buildings  to  be  used  for  free  public  non-sectarian  library  work,  or  to 
alter  buildings  already  erected,  so  as  to  make  them  suitable  for  such 
use,  and  it  is  also  hereby  authorized  to  provide  for  the  cost  of  the 
same  as  in  the  case  of  other  buildings  to  be  used  for  mimicipal.  school 
or  county  purposes. 

Sec.  13.  Any  county,  city,  borough,  town,  township  or  school  dis- 
trict is  hereby  authorized  to  acquire,  take,  use  and  appropriate  private 
property  for  free  public  library  purposes,  either  for  the  establishment 
of  the  library,  or  for  the  enlarging  or  extending  its  grounds  and  build- 
ings, and  if  the  authorities  and  owner  or  owners  of  said  private  prop- 
erty cannot  agree  upon  the  compensation  and  damage  due,  or  when  bj^ 
reason  of  legal  absence  or  incapacity  of  any  of  the  owner  or  owners,. 
lessee  or  lessees,  no  such  compensation  can  be  agreed  upon,  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  the  proper  county  or  any  judge  thereof  in  vaca- 
tion, on  application,  by  a  petition  of  said  authorities,  shall  appoint 
three  discreet  and  disinterested  citizens  of  the  county  in  which  the  dis- 
trict is  located,  as  viewers,  to  view  and  ascertain  the  damages  due  by 
reason  of  such  taking,  use,  appropriation,  occupancy  or  injury,  and 
shall  appoint  a  time  not  less  than  twenty  nor  more  than  sixty  days 
thereafter  for  said  viewers  to  meet  at  or  upon  the  premises  where  the 
damages  are  alleged  to  be  sustained  or  the  property  taken,  of  which 
time  and  place  ten  days'  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  petitioner  to  such 
viewers  and  all  parties  interested,  by  personal  service,  when  such  serv- 
ice can  be  obtained,  otherwise  by  public  notice  in  one  or  more  papers, 
or  by  hand-bills  posted  on  the  premises,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  the. 
Court  may  direct.  _     -        ■         .  f'' 

Sec.  14.  The  viewers,  or  any  two  of  them,  having  been  duly  sworm 
or  affirmed  faithfully,  justly  and  impartially  to  decide  and  a  true  re- 
port to  make  concerning  all  mattei-s  and  things  to  be  submitted  to  them, 
shall  view  the  premises  and  examine  the  property,  and  estimate  and 
determine  the  quantity,  quality  and  value  of  the  land  or  property  so 
entered  upon,  used,  appropriated,  or  injured,  as  the  case  may  be;  and, 
having  a  due  regard  to,  and  making  a  just  allowance  for,  the  advant- 
ages which  may  result  or  which  may  seem  likely  to  result  to  the  owner- 
or  owners  of  said  land  or  property  in  consequence  of  the  taking,  en- 
larging or  extending  said  library  grounds,  and  having  made  a  fair- 
and  just  comparison  of  the  disadvantages  and  advantages  which  thV 
owner  or  owners  may  receive,  they  shall  estimate  and  determine 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  amount  of  damages  has  been  or  may 
be  sustained,  by  whom  and  to  whom  payable,  and  make  report  to  the 
said  Court. 
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Sec.  15.  If  any  damages  be  awarded  and  the  report  of  said  viewers 
be  confirmed  by  said  Court,  judgment  shall  be  entered  thereon,  and  if 
the  amount  thereof  shall  not  be  paid  within  sixty  days  after  the  entry 
of  such  judgment,  the  same  shall  be  collected  as  other  judgments 
against  the  said  respective  districts  are  now  collected. 

Sec.  16.  Upon  the  report  of  the  viewers,  or  any  two  of  them,  any 
party  interested  may,  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  file  an  appeal  to 
said  Court  in  writing,  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  that  the  same  is  not 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  delay,  but  because  the  affiant  firmly  believes 
that  injustice  has  been  done ;  and,  after  such  appeal,  either  party  may 
put  the  case  at  issue  in  the  form  directed  by  the  said  Court,  and  the 
same  shall  be  tried  by  Court  and  jury,  and  after  final  judgment  either 
party  may  appeal  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court,  as  in  other  cases. 
The  costs  ineiirred  in  the  proceeding  shall  be  paid  by  the  district  or 
districts  found  liable  to  pay  the  damages,  and  the  viewers  shall  be 
paid  for  their  services  the  same  sum  as  is  now  payable  to  road  viewers. 

Sec.  17.  Any  building  which  shall  be  owned  and  occupied  by  a  free 
public  non-sectarian  library,  and  the  land  on  which  it  stands  and  that 
which  is  immediately  and  necessarily  appiirtenant  thereto  shall  be  ex- 
empt from  all  county,  city,  borough,  town,  school,  bounty,  poor  or  road 
taxes,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  some  portion  or  portions  of  said 
building  or  grounds  appurtenant  may  be  yielding  rentals  to  the  corpor- 
ation or  association  managing  such  library,  provided  that  the  net  receipts 
of  said  corporation  or  association  from  rentals  shall  be  iised  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  said  library.  All  gifts,  devises,  grants 
or  endowments  made  to  such  a  library  and  for  such  purposes  shall  be 
free  from  collateral  inheritance  tax,  and  any  gift,  endowments  or  funds 
of  such  free  public  non-sectarian  library,  which  are  invested  in  inter- 
est-bearing securities,  the  income  from  which  shall  be  used  solely  for 
the  purchase  of  books  or  the  maintenance  of  such  free  public  library, 
shall  be  exempt  from  any  State  tax  on  money  at  interest. 

Sec.  18.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  coxmty  commissioners,  the  city, 
l)orough  or  town  covmcils,  the  supervisors,  or  the  board  of  school  direct- 
ors of  any  district,  if  a  petition  is  presented  to  them  by  three  per 
■centum  of  the  voters,  registered  in  their  respective  districts  at  the  No- 
vember election  preceding  the  presentation  of  the  same,  to  submit  the 
■question  of  the  establishment  and  the  maintenance  of  a  free  public 
2ion-sectarian  library  in  said  district  at  the  ensuing  election,  and  a  ma- 
jority of  votes  cast  shall  decide  the  said  question ;  and,  if  a  majority  of 
the  votes  cast  shall  be  in  favor  of  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
■of  a  free  public  library,  the  said  authorities  shall  thereupon  proceed  to 
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establish  and  maintain  such  a  library,  in  accordance  witli  the  provisions 
of  this  act.  If  five  per  centum  of  the  said  voters  shall  petition  for  the 
submission  of  the  question  of  creating  a  bonded  indebtedness  for  free 
public  non-sectarian  library  purposes,  the  said  county  commissioners, 
city  councils,  borough  councils,  supervisors,  or  board  of  school  direct- 
ors, shall  submit  that  question  at  the  next  election,  and  a  majority  of 
"the  votes  cast  shall  detei-mine  the  result.  If  the  election  shall  be  favor- 
able to  the  creation  of  such  bonded  indebtedness,  the  authorities  of  the 
said  district  shall  borrow  the  amount  thus  authorized  upon  the  credit 
of  the  district,  and  such  moneys  shall  be  used  by  them  exclusively  for 
said  library  purposes. 

Sec.  19.  Whenever  there  is  in  any  city,  borough,  town,  township, 
school  district  or  county,  a  free  public  non-sectarian  library  which  is 
open  to  the  use  of  all  the  residents  thereof,  no  new  library  shall  be 
there  established  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  but  all  public  aid 
hereby  authorized  shall  be  given  to  such  existing  free  public  non-sec- 
tarian library  under  proper  agreement  in  order  to  enable  it  to  meet  as 
far  as  possible  the  needs  of  such  residents. 

Sec.  20.  The  governing  board  of  any  library  established  or  main- 
tained under  the  provisions  of  this  act  may  establish  or  maintain  or 
both,  a  central  library  or  branch  libraries  or  both,  as  it  may  deem  most 
advantageous  to  the  people  to  be  served. 

Sec.  21.  The  word  "district"  or  "districts"  whenever  used  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  mean  any  county  or  counties,  city  or  cities, 
borough  or  boroughs,  town  or  towns,  township  or  townships,  school  dis- 
trict or  school  districts,  according  to  the  circumstances. 

Sec.  22.  This  act  shall  not  in  any  way  affect  any  agreement  or  agree- 
ments heretofore  made  by  any  municipal  corporation  or  district  under 
any  prior  acts  relating  to  free  public  libraries ;  but  all  such  agreements 
are  hereby  ratified  and  are  to  continue  as  binding  contracts  between 
the  parties. 

Sec.  23.  Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  violate  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  any  library  maintained  by  or  receiving  aid 
from  any  county,  city,  borough,  town,  township  or  school  district,  may 
be  excluded  from  the  use  of  the  said  library  by  those  in  charge  thereof ; 
and  any  person  who  shall  wilfully  cut,  mutilate,  mark  or  otherwise 
injure  any  book,  volume,  map,  chart,  magazine,  newspaper,  painting, 
engraving  or  other  property  of  or  deposited  in  any  such  library  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  may  be  prosecuted  for 
said  offense  before  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  and  upon  con- 
viction thereof  shall  be  liable  for  each  offense  to  a  fine  of  not  more  than 
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one  hundred  dollars  and  costs  of  prosecution  or  to  imprisonment  in  the 
county  jail  not  exceeding  three  months,  or  both  or  either  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  court;  the  said  sum  when  collected  to  be  for  the  use  of 
the  library  against  which  aforesaid  offense  was  committed. 


Sec.  24.  The  following  Acts  of  Assembly  and  parts  of  acts,  viz : — 
May  5,  1864,  P.  L.  826.         '        May  23,  1887,  P.  L.  164. 


Apr.  29,  1909,  P.  L.  294.  " 

And  all  other  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  general,  special  or  local,  apper- 
taining to  the  subject  matter  covered  by  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed ;  it  being  intended  that  this  act  shall  furnish  a  com- 
plete and  exclusive  system  in  itself,  so  far  as  relates  to  free  public 
libraries  supported  wholly  or  in  part  by  the  several  municipalities  of 
the  Commonwealth. 


A  meeting  of  Normal  School  Librarians  was  held  at  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg,  on  March  21,  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  possibility  of  adopting  a  course  of  study  on  the  use 
of  books. 

Those  present  were  Robert  P.  Bliss,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Free  Li- 
brary Commission ;  0.  H.  Bakeless,  Bloomsburg  Normal  School ;  Anna 
M.  Shutterly,  librarian,  S.  N.  S.,  California;  Mabel  F.  McCarnes, 
librarian,  S.  N.  S.,  Slippery  Rock ;  Ella  C.  Ritchie,  librarian,  S.  N.  S., 
Bloomsburg;  Helen  A.  Ganzer,  librarian,  S.  N.  S.,  Millersville ;  Miss 
Quigley,  librarian,  S.  N.  S.,  Shippensburg,  and  Annie  L.  "Wilson,  li- 
brarian, S.  N.  S.,  Edinboro. 

Each  librarian  present  stated  local  conditions  relating  to  her  re- 
spective library,  showing  location  of  library,  use  made  of  library  by 
students  and  teachers,  hours,  and  size  of  library. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bakeless,  seconded  by  Miss  McCarnes,  it  was  de- 
cided to  recommend  that  a  course  in  library  training  in  the  Normal 


May  23,  1887,  P.  L.  179. 
June  28,  1895,  P.  L.  411. 
May  25,  1897,  P.  L.  84. 
May  11,  1901,  P.  L.  179. 
May  22,  1901,  P.  L.  288. 
June  17,  1901,  P.  L.  569. 
Apr.  2,  1903,  P.  L.  133. 
Apr.  2,  ]905,  P.  L.  281. 
June  6,  1907,  P.  L.  421. 


June  7,  1895,  P.  L.  170. 
Mar.  30,  1897,  P.  L.  10. 
May  11,  1901,  P.  L.  169. 
May  11,  1901,  P.  L.  180. 
May  29,  1901,  P.  L.  341. 
Mar.  20,  1903,  P.  L.  46. 
Apr.  20,  1905,  P.  L.  231. 
May  1,  1907,  P.  L.  151. 
Apr.  27,  1909,  P.  L.  246. 


NORMAL  SCHOOL  LIBRARIES. 
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Schools  be  arranged  to  cover  forty  hours  of  actual  class  work;  thirty 
hours  being  devoted  to  the  first  year  of  the  course  given  to  first,  second 
and  third  year  pupils,  and  ten  hours  being  devoted  to  the  second 
year 's  work,  given  to  the  senior  class ;  work  to  be  scheduled  preferably 
in  the  fall  and  winter  terms. 

On  motion  of  Miss  McCarnes,  seconded  by  Miss  Shutterly,  the  fol- 
lowing course  was  recommended: 

Coui-se  for  the  first  year  to  comprise  subjects  of  classification,  use  of 
catalogue,  use  of  reference  books,  and  some  work  on  a  reading  course. 

Course  for  second  year : 

Book  selection  and  children's  reading. 
School  libraries. 

Pennsylvania  Free  Library  Connnission  and  Pennsylvania  School 

Library  Laws. 
Heading  Courses. 
It  was  also  recommended  that  the  librarians  use  the  following  as 
books  of  reference  in  connection  with  the  course : 

1.  American  Library  Economy— Course  of  study  on  the  use  of  a 
library. 

2.  G.  0.  Ward — Practical  use  of  books  and  libraries  and  the  teach- 
ing outlines  to  accompany  same. 

3.  N.  E.  A. — Report  of  the  Committee  on  Library  Administration 
in  Normal  Schools. 

4.  Dana — Library  Primer. 

It  was  decided  that  the  work  of  the  first  year  of  the  course 
should  be  given  to  as  many  of  the  students  the  coming  year  as  the 
other  duties  of  the  librarian  will  permit,  and  that  an  effort  be  made 
to  meet  at  least  the  students  of  the  first  and  the  second  year  of  the 
Normal  School  Course. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bakeless,  seconded  by  Miss  McCarnes,  it  was  or- 
dered that  a  committee  of  three,  to  be  known  as  Committee  on  Normal 
School  Course,  be  appointed  to  report  at  the  educational  section  of 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Library  Association. 

The  chairman  appointed  Miss  McCarnes,  Miss  Shutterly  and  ]kliss 
Ganzer  to  serve  on  this  committee.      Annie  L.  Wilson,  Secretary. 


FIELD  NOTES. 

Allentown. 

Allentown  is  at  last  to  have  its  library !  This  movement  was  begun 
several  years  ago  by  the  M.  U.  M.  Club  who  bought  and  remodeled  a 
building  for  that  purpose.    It  was  finished  by  a  campaign  made  on 
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March  32  when  $10,410  was  raised  to  clear  off  the  final  debt  on  a  $30.- 
000  property.  A  local  paper  expressed  the  sentiment  of  the  town  when 
it  says  "practically  everybody  in  Allentown  has  had  a  hand  in  build- 
ing the  library.  From  the  schools,  the  stores,  the  mills  and  factories 
and  the  homes  has  come  this  money.  Clearly  it  has  been  shown  that 
the  library  is  to  be  by  the  people,  of  the  people,  for  the  people.  It  is 
their  child."  Now  that  the  building  is  cleared  of  debt,  they  hope  to 
soon  have  it  ready  for  use. 

AiyoUo. 

The  Free  Library  has  been  moved  into  two  large  communicating 
rooms  on  the  first  floor  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  building.  The  new  home  is 
well  lighted  and  very  attractive.  The  Woman's  Club  "book  shower" 
gave  them  40  volumes  and  $8.50  in  money. 

Blairsville. 

The  Free  Library  received  as  a  legacy  from  Miss  Sue  Millhauser 
$190  for  books  on  music.  Also  councils  showed  their  appreciation  of 
the  good  work  the  library  is  doing  by  increasing  their  appropriation 
$100.  The  first  year's  report  as  a  Free  Library  is  most  encoviraging. 
Almost  a  thousand  people  are  drawing  books.  The  cii'culation  of 
books  and  magazines  was  11,470  and  total  attendance  was  16,159.  The 
use  of  the  library  as  a  free  library  has  been  extended  to  some  nearby 
villages.  A  lecture  course  has  been  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  library. 

Bradford. 

The  12th  annual  report  of  the  Carnegie  Public  Library,  given  at  a 
meeting  of  the  board  of  managers  held  March  13,  1912,  is  most  en- 
thusiastic and  encouraging.  It  is  claimed  that,  of  the  400  American 
cities  exceeding  Bradford  in  population,  few,  if  any,  can  furnish  more 
creditable  records  in  library  administration.  This  conclusion  is  the 
result  of  a  comparison  of  statistics  from  the  public  libraries  of  the 

u.  s.    ■  • 

The  report  shows  a  general  increase  in  the  number  of  books  circu- 
lated. The  public  service  is  also  being  strengthened  by  the  meetings 
of  various  clubs  and  societies  which  are  frequently  held  in  the  library 
building. 

The  library  management  hopes  to  extend  its  usefulness  throughout 
the  county  by  co-operation  with  the  State  Library  Commission,  and 
predicts  that,  in  the  near  future  more  favorable  legislation  Avill  be  se- 
ciired  for  libraries  generally  through  the  State. 

A  movement  is  on  foot  to  enlarge  the  present  building,  and  confi- 


13 


flence  is  expressed  that  the  citizens  of  Bradford  will  give  the  movement 
their  hearty  support. 

Chester 

The  West  End  Free  Library  has  made  numerous  improvements  to 
its  building,  including  further  equipment  of  the  assembly  and  reading 
rooms. 

A  story-hour  is  conducted  on  Saturday  mornings  and  has  proven 
successful.  Sewing  classes  are  also  a  feature  of  the  work  with  chil- 
dren. 

The  library  in  its  report  for  1911,  states  that  it  has  4,250  books. 
The  Ladies'  Auxiliary  and  the  Girls'  Auxiliarj^  contributed  90  books 
diiriug  the  year  and  over  400  were  donated  by  friends,  including  60 
vohunes  of  children's  books  from  "A  Friend."  The  circulation  aver- 
aged 54  a  day. 

The  West  End  JMinstrel  Association  gave  a  benetit  performance  for 
the  library  during  the  year  which  drew  a  crowded  house. 

Darby. 

The  Darby  Library  Company"  has  just  celebrated  its  168th  birthday. 
On  i\Iarch  10,  1743,  twenty-nine  representative  citizens  formed  them- 
selves into  a  libx'ary  company  securing  a  charter.  Descendants  of 
some  of  the  first  organizers  are  still  drawing  books  and  keeping  up 
their  membership,  although  the  library  has  been  free  since  1898.  One 
of  the  interesting  articles  of  the  original  agreement  required  that  the 
money  subscribed  must  be  transmitted  to  Europe  for  the  purchase  of 
books.  Another  was  that  special  attention  should  be  given  to  the 
reading  of  the  young.  .  '  . 

Foxbxirg. 

The  report  of  the  library  for  the  year  ending  November  1,  1911, 
states  that,  in  a  population  of  600,  the  circulation  of  books  has  reached 
3.713.  A  donation  of  500  books,  chiefly  history,  literature,  travel  and 
biography  was  made  during  the  year  by  !Mr.  J.  INI.  Fox.  Numerous 
other  gifts  were  received.  Children's  story-hour  clubs  are  an  inter- 
esting feature  of  the  library  work,  and  much  enthusiasm  has  been 
aroused  among  the  teachers.   The  library  is  popular  as  a  social  center. 

Hanover. 

The  first  annual  report  (January  31,  1910-11)  of  the  Public  Library 
is  very  interesting.  The  early  part  of  the  year  was  taken  up  in  collect- 
ing the  5,100  books,  forming  the  nucleus  of  the  collection  and  getting 
them  ready  for  use.    The  library  was  opened  on  October  3,  1911.  and 
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the  result  of  the  four  months '  work  is  as  follows :  Out  of  a  population 
of  7,057  the  registration  reached  ],642,the  circulation  16,776;  of  this 
7,784  was  adult,  8,992  juvenile ;  magazines,  471 ;  total  number  of 
volumes,  5,446.  The  Musical  Department,  presented  by  the  Beethoven 
Club,  has  46  volumes,  and  the  local  IMedical  Club  have  given  404  vol- 
umes for  their  especial  use.  Mr.  Keuben  Young  gave  $150  for  adult 
books. 

Indiana. 

The  library  which  was  opened  in  April,  1910,  with  508  books,  has 
increased  this  number  to  1,150.  These  books  are  supplemented  by  col- 
lections from  the  Free  Library  Commission.  Out  of  960  cards  issued 
to  I'eaders,  one-third  belong  to  boys.  The  boys  using  the  library  gave 
it  a  Christmas  present  of  75  books. 

Lock  Haven. 

On  January  33,  the  Ross  Library  opened  a  branch  in  Mill  Hall. 
Some  100  duplicates  from  the  main  library,  supplemented  by  a  travel- 
ing library  from  the  Free  Library  Commission  formed  the  nucleus  of 
the  collection  which  is  housed  at  present  in  a  store  and  opened  two 
hours  on  one  afternoon  each  week.  The  success  of  the  venture  is  shown 
by  tlie  fact  that  the  circulation  has  averaged  more  than  100  volumes 
per  week.  The  Ross  Library  is  free  to  the  people  in  the  coimty  and 
this  is  a  move  on  the  part  of  the  library  management  in  carrying  out 
the  new  idea  of  "taking  the  book  to  the  people." 

Neiv  Castle. 

The  report  of  the  Free  Public  Library  for  the  year  1910-11,  shows 
a  growth  in  the  number  of  volumes  from  2,956  to  5,848,  a  circulation 
of  47,408,  a  registration  of  3,651  and  a  marked  increase  in  the  use  of 
the  reading  room  and  reference  department. 

Oil  City. 

The  Sunday  School  Teachers'  Association  have  placed  a  reference 
library  of  about  50  volumes  in  the  Carnegie  Library.  The  collection 
will  be  for  the  special  use  of  the  association,  but  may  be  used  freely 
as  reference  books  by  any  one  in  the  library.  "With  the  books  will  be 
an  exhibit  of  aids  for  class  work.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  members 
have  been  added  to  the  Library'  Association  and  the  use  of  the  club 
-room  extended.  Books  for  the  Polish  deposit  station  have  been  re- 
ceived and  the  station  will  soon  be  opened.  .  '  i 
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Salisbnrg. 

The  Free  Library  has  added  two  new  wall  book  eases  within  the  last 
year,  and  will  soon  require  more.  The  ladies  raised  $93  by  a  "riini- 
mage"  sale  and  a  couple  of  "bake"  sales  quite  recently. 

Seotidale. 

The  first  annual  report  of  the  Free  Public  Library  has  been  issued. 
The  number  of  volumes  had  grown  to  6,830  and  the  circulation  for 
home  use  was  43,566.  Out  of  a  population  of  5,456,  1,715  had  regis- 
tered. Effective  work  with  the  children  has  been  started  in  the  story- 
hour  held  at  the  library  on  Saturday  afternoons  by  a  teacher  and  in 
the  schools  liy  the  librarian.  Also  regular  instruction  for  the  children 
in  using  the  library  has  been  planned.  Already  the  library  is  doing 
a  great  deal  of  reference  work  for  the  schools. 

Scranton. 

During  1911  the  Public  Library  issued  129,259  books,  an  increase 
of  ]  .000  over  the  year  1910.  The  librarian,  Henry  J.  Carr,  states  that, 
considering  the  increase  of  popular  magazines,  the  great  amount  of 
newspaper  reading,  and  cheaper  book  production,  this  speaks  well  for 
the  library  and  for  the  citizens  of  Scranton. 

The  report  states  that  the  character  of  the  reading  does  not  vary 
much  from  year  to  year,  the  amount  of  fiction  not  exceeding  64  per 
cent.    Scientific  and  useful  art  books  make  a  good  showing. 

The  library  subscribes  to  28  weekly,  81  monthly  and  7  quarterly 
"publications.  The  book  contents  at  the  close  of  1911  were  46,658 
volumes  for  circulation,  and  20,498  in  the  reference  collection. 

There  is  a  possibility  that  the  Green  Ridge  Library  Association  will 
transfer  its  books  and  building  to  the  Public  Librai-y. 

Trojj. 

The  Public  Library  was  opened  on  January  20,  with  2,000  volumes 
ready  for  distribution,  in  an  attractive  room  in  the  county  building. 
Many  people  visited  the  room  during  the  afternoon  and  evening,  125 
drawing  out  books.   Katharine  Paine  is  librarian. 
Union  City. 

A  "mile  of  pennies"  had  been  started  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Library. 

Wilkes-Barre. 

Miss  Georgia  Rathbone  has  resigned  as  head  of  the  circulating  de- 
partment of  the  Osterhout  Free  Library  to  accept  a  first  assistant's 
position  in  the  Thompkin's  Square  Branch  of  the  New  York  Public 
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Library.   Miss  Edna  Stewart,  Drexel,  '10,  will  take  her  place  and  Miss; 
Dayton,  Drexel,  '11,  has  been  appointed  assistant  in  the  same  de- 
partment in  place  of  i\Iiss  Kntherford. 
WUliamsport. 

The  fifth  annual  art  exhibit  of  the  James  V.  Brown  Library  has. 
been  unusually  successful.    The  fact  that  a  local  artist  could  right- 
fully claim  the  place  of  honor  has  added  much  to  the  interest  mani- 
fested. 
Wyotnissing. 

At  their  regular  monthly  meeting  Saturday  afternoon,  February  3.. 
the  Civic  League  considered  the  question  of  estaljlishing  a  Free  Public: 
Library  in  Wyomissing  and  made  plans  for  beginning  the  work. 

SUBSCRIPTION  LIBRARIES. 

Butler. 

The  annual  report  for  1911,  gives  the  number  of  volumes  as  4,13-1 
the  circulation  was  21,940,  a  gain  of  5,901  over  last  year  and  over  five 
times  its  number  of  vohunes ;  the  total  number  of  people  using  reading 
and  reference  rooms  was  6,703.  There  was  a  gain  in  the  circulation  of 
non-tiction.  The  New  Book  Club  added  26  volumes  of  tiction  to  the- 
library  and  the  clipping  collection  covers  more  than  1,000  subjects. 

Two  new  school  libraries  were  added  making  the  total  number  13,. 
and  two  branches  were  opened.  The  first  in  East  Butler  under  the 
care  of  jNIrs.  J.  S.  Ralston,  who  has  started  mother  s  meetings  in  the 
libi-ary  room.  The  second  branch  is  at  the  Red  Row  Settlement  House 
under  the  care  of  the  visiting  nurse  and  a  story -hour  has  been  success- 
fully used  in  connection  with  the  books.  The  librarian  makes  a  strong 
plea  for  a  library  Imilding  and  a  larger  support. 
Chester. 

The  Chester  Free  Library,  in  its  report  for  the  year  ending  Febru- 
ary 29,  1912,  states  that  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  readers 
and  public  interest. 

An  appeal  is  made  to  the  incorporators  for  greater  provisions  for 
children.  The  number  of  children  visiting  the  library  averages  500 
a  month,  and  the  need  of  a  separate  room  for  them  is  felt. 

The  number  of  magazines  has  been  increased,  and  there  is  a  demand 
for  still  more  on  the  part  of  the  patrons. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Incorporators,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  draft  resolutions  of  sympathy  on  the  death  of  Miss  j\Iary 
B.  Shaw,  who  Avas  for  many  years  closely  associated  with  the  work  of 
the  lil^rary  and  one  of  its  liberal  supporters.' 
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NEIGHBORHOOD  STAFF  MEETINGS. 

Ardmore. 

The  mid-winter  session  of  the  neighborhood  staff  meeting  was  held 
in  Ardmore  on  February  21.  In  spite  of  the  heavy  rain,  forty-three 
people  attended  the  two  sessions,  seventeen  of  these  being  representa- 
tives from  fourteen  other  libraries.  The  morning  session  was  opened 
by  Prof.  Babb,  who  introduced  Dr.  Sharpless,  Prijsident  of  Haverford 
College.  His  address  was  on  his  library  experiences.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  Mrs.  Effingham  Perot,  who  told  of  the  growth  of  the  Ard- 
more Library's  fourteen  traveling  libraries  in  various  schools  and 
isolated  places  in  the  township.  Then  Prof.  Allen  C.  Thomas, 
librarian  of  the  Haverford  College  Library  spoke  on  "making  the 
library  of  use."  A  good  discussion  on  Critical  Reviews  was  lead  by 
]\Iiss  Amy  Baldwin,  of  Conshohocken  and  Prof.  Hayes  of  Swarth- 
more.  This  was  followed  by  each  librarian  present  suggesting  several 
new  books  she  had  "discovered". 

Jolinstoivn. 

The  neighborhood  staff  meeting  for  this  district  was  held  in  the 
Cambria  Fi'ee  Library  on  March  21.  Johnsto-\vn  seems  to  have  a  de- 
cided affinity  for  floods  for  one  kept  away  thirteen  representatives 
from  seven  libraries,  and  some  of  the  interested  townspeople  were 
kept  at  home  moving  household  furniture  beyond  the  reach  of  en- 
croaching waters.  But  the  people  present  entered  into  the  discussion 
with  a  will.  The  work  of  two  local  organizations,  was  explained  by 
the  president  of  each ;  the  value  of  the  story  hour  was  discussed,  and 
some  interesting  bits  of  history  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  library  after 
the  great  flood  were  brought  out.  The  afternoon  session  was  taken  up 
with  the  reading  of  Miss  Bacon's  paper  on  "What  makes  a  novel  im- 
moral." and  the  judging  by  this  standard  of  some  of  the  later  fiction. 
Liuich  was  served  by  the  ladies  of  the  Civic  Club. 

Mauch  Chunk. 

The  first  neighborhood  staff  meeting  of  the  Bethlehem  District  was 
held  at  Mauch  Chunk  on  February  8,  in  the  Dimmick  Memorial  Li- 
In-ary.  Six  libraries  were  represented  by  nine  people,  and  an  lui- 
usually  large  number  of  the  town  people  attended  both  sessions, 
showing  great  interest  in  the  topics  discussed.  The  morning  pro- 
gramme began  with  a  short  history  of  the  j\Iaueh  Chunk  Library  hy 
Mr.  J.  C.  Loose,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  ]\Iiss  Sabin  giving  the  "Annals  of  the  Pottsville  Library," 
and  Miss  Lehman  told  of  the  "Work  with  foreigners"  in  the  ITazleton 
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Library,  each  subject  being  followed  by  very  interesting  discussion. 
The  first  topic  of  the  afternoon  session  was  led  by  Miss  Turner  of 
Bethlehem,  the  subject  being  "The  value  of  local  history  stories  for 
the  story  hour."  Miss  Hughes  from  Palmerton  told  of  their  library 
and  how  they  used  books  as  a  part  of  their  social  settlement  work, 
and  Mr.  Heberling,  of  the  Carter  Junior  Republic,  Redington,  Pa., 
told  of  the  work  of  the  Republic.  :  , 


PENNSYLVANIA  LIBRARY  NOTES. 


Entered  as  second 
July  16,  1894. 

Published  Quarterly  by  the  Penna.  Free  Library  Commission, 
class  matter,  Jan,  5,  1912,  at  the  post-office  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania, 

Under  Act  ol 

Vol.  5. 

HARRISBURG,  PA.,  JULY,  1912. 

No.  .3 

PENNSYLVANIA  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION. 


Henet  R.  Edmunds,  Chairman. 

Philadelphia. 
John  Thomson,  Treasurer, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Thomas  L.  Montgomery,  Secretary. 
Harrisburg. 

Harrison  W.  Graver,  Pittsburgh. 
Henry  Belin,  Jr.,  Scranton. 


Rev.  Horace  E.  Hayden, 
Wilkes-Barre. 


Robert  P.  Bliss,  Ass't.  Secretary. 
Anna  A.  MacDonald, 

Consulting  Librarian. 

Cordelia  B.  Hodge, 

Head  of  Traveling  Libraries. 


KEYSTONE  STATE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

The  twelfth  annual  meeting  of  the  Keystone  State  Library  Associ- 
ation will  be  held  at  Galen  Hall,  Wernersville,  October  17-19.  Wer- 
nersville  is  on  the  Reading  Railroad  between  Harrisburg  and  Reading 
and  it  is  hoped  that  members  of  the  Association  will  find  it  convenient 
to  visit  the  State  Library  en  route. 

Galen  Hall  is  beautifully  situated  on  the  side  of  a  mountain  com- 
manding magnificent  views  for  miles  around.  The  hotel  has  been  en- 
tirely rebuilt  this  year  and  is  practically  new  throughout.  Rates  are 
as  follows : 

I  Each  Person 

Single  rooms,  without  bath,    $3.00 

Double  room  with  double  bed,   2.50 

Double  room  with  single  beds,    2.75 

Double  room  with  single  beds  and  bath,  . .  .  $3.00  and  3.50 

An  extra  person  in  any  room,    2.00 

Transportation  to  and  from  depot  fnee. 
"We  have  been  fortunate  in  securing  Mr.  John  Horace  McFar- 
land,  president  of  the  American  Civic  Association,  to  deliver  his  illus- 
trated lecture  on  Picturesque  Pennsylvania ;  and  an  effort  is  being 
made  to  secure  another  well  known  speaker. 
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The  keynote  of  the  program  will  be  library  extension,  or  the 
missionary  side  of  library  work.  Mr.  A.  L.  Bailey,  librarian  of  Wil- 
mington Institute,  will  tell  about  the  findings  of  the  committee  on 
investigation  as  to  what  people  read  in  Delaware,  and  Pennsylvania 
librarians  who  have  studied  the  situation  will  discuss  the  conditions 
in  this  state. 

The  work  that  has  already  been  accomplished  by  the  educational 
section  is  gratifjnng  to  every  member  of  the  association.  This  year  a 
strong  program  is  being  prepared  under  the  leadership  of  Prof.  O.  H. 
Bakeless,  of  the  Bloomsburg  State  Normal  School  and  Vice-President 
of  the  association.  It  is  hoped  that  a  roiind  table  for  workers  in 
small  libraries  may  be  arranged. 

Plan  to  attend  this  meeting.  Much  may  be  gained  by  the  interchange 
of  experience.  Bring  your  problems  with  you.  They  may  already 
have  been  solved  by  some  one  else  and  the  committee  will  see  that  you 
meet  that  person. 


THE  AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  Americans  to  approach  the  Canadian  bor- 
der— in  Summer.  The  welcome  is  so  thoroughly  heartfelt,  the  sky 
so  bright  and  the  atmosphere  so  exhilarating,  and  above  all  there  is 
the  romance  which  always  comes  with  the  thought  of  Cartier's  ap- 
proach from  the  modernism  of  Prance  to  have  intercourse  with  men 
and  women  of  the  Stone  Age. 

Think  of  the  possibility  of  taking  a  trip  of  several  weeks  and  shak- 
ing hands  with  those  who  represented  the  manners  and  customs  of 
five  thousand  years  before  Christ.  It  might  make  you  feel  a  little 
older,  but  imagine  the  refreshing  effect  upon  the  other  side. 

"When  it  became  known  that  the  Executive  Board  of  the  American 
Library  Association,  "which  altereth  not,"  had  selected  Ottawa  as  the 
place  of  meeting  for  1912,  there  was  much  rejoicing  among  those  who 
in  former  years  had  tasted  of  the  delights  of  the  Thousand  Islands, 
Montreal  and  Quebec;  and  some  850  members  resolved  to  bear  the 
hardships  furnished  by  the  Grand  Trunk  System  and  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  in  order  to  do  justice  to  the  Canadian  preparations. 

The  New  York  party,  containing  a  number  of  Pennsylvanians,  took 
the  night  boat  on  the  Hudson  on  Tuesday,  January  25,  arose  much 
earlier  than  usual,  and  were  greeted  by  a  special  train — the  specialty 
being  an  hour  late — which  produced  an  artistic  effect  by  dragging  us 
through  the  ruins  of  Saratoga  and  emerging  upon  the  beauties  of 
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Lake  Champlain.  No  excursion  of  Librarians  would  be  complete 
without  a  box  lunch,  and  we  had  it  with  all  the  Saratoga  water  that 
we  desired  for  the  asking.  We  were  not  delayed  at  the  sieat  of  cus- 
toms, and  taking  the  short  cut  around  Montreal  reached  Ottawa  soon 
after  six. 

We  plunge  immediately  into  an  address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of 
the  Dominion  Government  by  the  Hon.  George  II.  Perley,  the  acting 
Prime  Minister;  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  Ottawa  by  His  Worship  the 
Mayor;  and  on  behalf  of  the  Canadian  Club  by  the  president  of  that 
organization ;  and  the  Librarian  of  Congress  upholds  the  dignity  of 
the  occasion  by  an  appropriate  response.    :    .  • 

Meetings  are  held  every  day  at  9 :  30,  at  2 :  30,  and  at  8 : 15,  and  all 
social  engagements  had  to  be  performed  in  the  hour  or  two  that  pre- 
ceded meals.  Dominion  Day  was  made  the  exception,  and  after  lis- 
tening to  the  splendid  address  by  the  "Grand  Old  Man  of  Canada" 
we  witnessed  an  uncompromising  battle  between  Mr.  James  W.  Rob- 
ertson, a  definite  Scotchman,  and  Professor  John  MeNaughton,  of 
Magill  University,  who  may  not  be  Scotch.  This  contest,  although  not 
prearranged,  was  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  features  of  the  meeting. 
There  was  a  cricket  match  between  Magill  University  and  Ottawa,  a 
splendid  regatta  betAveen  the  crews  of  Ottawa,  Lachine  and  Britannia, 
and  a  dance  at  the  Club  House  in  the  evening.  One  of  the  most  enjoy- 
able incidents  was  an  afternoon  garden  party  at  the  Experimental 
Farm,  where  we  were  received  on  behalf  of  the  Government  by  the 
Hon.  Martin  Burrell  and  Mrs.  Burrell.  On  Saturday  evening,  after 
the  meeting,  the  Dominion  Government  gave  a  ball  in  the  Parliament 
Buildings  in  honor  of  the  Association.  Ottawa  possesses  one  of  the 
finest  natural  golf  courses,  and  the  ladies  of  the  party  assembled  for 
afternoon  tea  in  the  beautiful  Club  House  on  the  Hull  side  of  the 
river,  and  a  number  of  the  men  were  given  a  dinner  by  their  Ottawa 
friends. 

It  is  perhaps  lumecessary  to  speak  of  the  beauties  of  Ottawa.  A 
succession  of  parks  follows  the  whole  outline  of  the  city,  and  the 
banks  of  the  canal  and  of  the  several  rivers  are  splendid  illustrations 
of  the  wise  planting  of  trees  and  hardy  shrubs.  The  view  of  the 
Parliament  Buildings  from  Nepean  Point  is  worthy  of  special  men- 
tion. The  splendid  sweep  of  the  river,  green-clad  rocks,  with  the 
stately  buildings  rising  above  the  Point,  with  the  maples  and  cedars 
of  the  foreground,  form  a  never-to-be-forgotten  picture. 

The  Chateau  Laurier,  a  Chateau  in  very  truth,  is  probably  the  most 
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picturesque  hotel  on  the  continent.  It  faces  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway- 
station,  a  beautiful  building  in  itself,  and  parallels  the  Rideau  Canal. 

There  is  much  of  library  interest  connected  with  the  town.  The 
beautiful  Carnegie  Library  on  Metcalf  Street,  the  Parliamentary 
Library,  which  is  an  architectural  gem,  and  the  Archives  Building, 
admirably  adapted  to  its  purpose  and  goviarned  by  an  enthusiast,  Doc- 
tor Doughty,  who  has  placed  it  in  the  very  first  rank  of  such  institu- 
tions, are  worthy  of  mention. 

The  program  was  excellently  arranged.  The  general  sessions  taking 
place  at  9 :  30  in  the  morning,  and  the  afternoon  and  evening  devoted 
to  the  various  Sections;  the  American  Library  Institute,  the  special 
libraries.  League  of  Library  Commissions,  Trustees,  National  Associ- 
ation of  State  Libraries  and  the  American  Association  of  Law  Libra- 
ries, The  Children's  Library  Section,  Catalogue  Section,  and  College 
and  Refensnce  Section  also  had  their  meetings.  There  was  a  special 
meeting  devoted  to  Government  Documents  and  to  the  Bibliographical 
Society  of  America. 

The  Pennsylvanians  taking  part  in  the  program  were  Mrs.  M.  C. 
Klingelsmith,  of  the  Law  Library  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  spoke  of  "Books  of  the  Beginnings;"  Mr.  James  McKirdy,  who 
presented  an  entirely  new  subject  in  his  paper  on  "Bill  Drafting;" 
Mr.  "William  R.  Reinick  spoke  of  the  "Trials  and  Tribulations  of  a 
Document  Librarian. ' '  Miss  Jessie  Welles,  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of 
Pittsburgh,  had  an  address  upon  "What  Do  the  People  Want?"  It 
is  impossible  in  a  short  description  to  take  up  the  papers  in  detail. 
While  it  may  be  said  that  the  general  sessions  were  more  interesting 
than  for  some  years  past,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  the  chief  value  of 
the  meeting  lies  in  the  discussion  of  the  papers  presented  at  the  meet- 
ing of  Sections  and  affiliated  Societies.  Perhaps  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting meetings  was  that  of  the  Trustees'  Section,  when  Mr.  Wadlin, 
of  Boston,  exposed  the  futility  of  comparative  statistics  based  upon  the 
issuing  of  books.  He  stated  that  it  would  be  very  easy  for  the  Boston 
Public  Library  to  double  its  circulation  without  the  expenditure  of 
an  extra  cent,  but  that  Boston  was  interested  only  in  the  character  of 
Avork  performed  for  students. 

Resolutions  were  adopted  favoring  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bureau  of  Archives  at  Washington  and  also  a  Legislative  Reference 
Bureau  in  connection  with  the  Library  of  Congress.  A  new  feature 
of  the  meeting  was  a  Session  devoted  to  Agricultural  Libraries  with  a 
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symposium  on  Ready  Reference  Books  and  Periodicals  of  special  in- 
terest to  Agricultural  Libraries. 

The  western  contingent  was  greeted  by  a  committee  of  citizens  of 
Toronto  before  the  meeting,  and  after  the  sessions  closed,  Mr.  Gould, 
of  Magill  University,  and  a  number  of  citizens  of  Montreal,  took  the 
Association  to  Moimt  Royal  and  to  Magill  University,  where  a  delight- 
ful luncheon  was  provided  on  the  campus  and  the  rest  of  the  day 
spent  in  an  automobile  trip  to  the  Chateau  Ramezay,  which  is  full  of 
Canadian  historical  treasures,  the  Bonsecour  market,  with  its  inter- 
esting church,  and  then  to  Westmount,  where  a  reception  was  held 
at  the  Library.  Some  250  members  then  departed  for  the  post-confer- 
ence trip  to  Quebec,  Murray  Bay  and  Saguenay,  but  most  of  the  Penn- 
sylvanians  took  the  night  train  for  Albany  and  spent  the  Fourth  of 
July  on  the  Hudson  River,  which  formed  an  interesting  contrast  to 
Dominion  Day  in  Canada.  Fire  crackers,  the  booming  of  cannon  and 
the  waving  of  flags  were  the  greetings  extended  from  every  boat  and 
picnic  ground. 

The  following  persons  represented  our  State  at  xhe  meeting: 

Braddock —  Homestead — 

Stevenson,  Luella  Stevens,  W.  F. 


Bryn  Maivr — 

Warner.  Mrs.  Cassandra  W. 


Philadelphia — 

Dougherty,  Anna  R. 
Dougherty,  Helen  R. 
Hewitt,  Luther  E. 
Klingelsmith,  Mrs.  M.  C. 
Morton,  F.  N. 
Reiniek,  W.  P. 
Robinson,  Helen  F. 
Robinson,  Rev.  L.  M. 
Stuart,  Willam  H. 
Stuart,  Mrs.  W.  H. 


Duqtiesne — 

Wright,  Charles  E. 


Harrishurg — 

Bliss,  Robert  P. 
Hodge,  Cordelia  B. 
Hodge,  Mrs.  M.  A.  C. 
Montgomery,  Thomas  L. 
Montgomery,  Mrs.  Thomas  L. 
Sheetz,  A.  C. 
Watts,  Irma  A. 


Pittsburgh — 

Bogle,  Sarah  C.  N. 
Craver,  Harrison  W. 
Keith,  Kate 
Law,  Marie  H. 


Hazleton — 
Lehman,  Reba  F. 
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Loeffler,  Oliv.s  N. 
McClelland,  E.  H 
Mann,  Margaret 


Scranton — 


Carr,  Henry  J. 
Carr,  Mrs.  Henry  J. 
Hardenberg,  Bessie 
Keefer,  Jessie  G-. 


Randall,  Bertha  T. 


Seeman,  Samuel 
Welles,  Jessie 


BOOKS  FOR  THE  COMMONPLACE  PEOPLE. 
Florence  A.  Watts,  Osterhout  Free  Library 


For  the  purpose  of  this  discussion  I  think  we  may  divide  the  bor- 
rowers of  our  libraries  into  three  classes,  eliminate  two  of  the  classes, 
and  consider  the  third  or  middle  group.  At  one  extreme  we  have  our 
scholarly  readers,  the  joy  of  the  librarian's  heart,  who  know  their 
subjects  and  their  books  far  better  than  we  ourselves  can  hope  to. 
At  the  other  extreme  is  that  class  of  readers,  not  always  the  common- 
place people  by  any  means,  who  want  nothing  but  the  newest  fiction 
or  a  current  periodical  and  who  are  wary  enough  not  to  fall  into  any 
non-fiction  trap  we  may  set  for  them.  This  class  of  borrowers  needs 
our  help  mainly  to  charge  and  discharge  their  books,  collect  their 
fines  and  try  to  give  them  some  plausible  reasons  why  the  latest  books 
of  fiction  are  "never  in."  Between  these  two  widely  different  classes, 
comes  that  largest  group,  which  we  may  call  the  commonplace  people. 
It  is  among  these  readers  that  we  find  our  mission.  They  come  to  us, 
knowing  that  they  need  helpj  often  not  knowing  how  to  express  that 
need,  but  almost  always  very  grateful  for  the  help  which  they  receive. 

In  this  group  I  would  place  that  large  class  of  people  who  work 
with  their  hands  during  eight  or  more  hours  of  the  day  and  who 
come  to  us  to  furnish  them  with  books  that  will  help  them  directly  in 
their  various  lines  of  work,  or  books  that  will  give  them  desired  in- 
formation on  any  subjects  in  which  they  may  be  interested,  or  ma- 
terial for  study  for  those  whose  school  days  may  have  ended  early  in 
life  and  who  come  to  the  People's  University  looking  for  that  culture 
which  comes  to  those  who  love  and  read  the  best  books.  Then  there 
are  the  many  who  look  to  us  to  furnish  them  with  the  means  of 
recreation  for  their  leisure  hours.  We  will  spend  a  few  minutes  with 
this  last  group  of  readers  first,  considering  the  needs  of  those  to 
whom  fiction  brings  relaxation,  be  they  workers  with  hand  or  brain. 

Wie  all  like  to  see  our  fiction  per  cent,  as  small  as  possible,  and 
rightly  so,  for  it  means  that  the  library  is  serving  the  community  in 
the  needs  of  study,  information  and  culture,  but  we  need  not  apolo- 
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gize  for  the  thousands  of  volumes  of  fiction  that  we  circulate,  for  by 
this  means  we  are  helping  to  serve  its  recreation  needs.  Our  people 
must  find  change  and  rest  and  amusement  somewhere,  and  our  shelves 
of  well  sislected  fiction  siirely  furnish  a  much  more  safe  and  sane 
means  of  recreation  than  do  our  cheap  theatres.  We  bemoan  only  our 
intemperate  readers  of  fiction  and  those  we  have  already  placed, 
though  I  am  sure  they  would  resent  it  if  they  knew  it,  in  the  class 
below  the  commonplace  reader,  whose  life  is  usu^ally  so  hnsy  that  he 
has  not  time  to  be  an  intemperate  reader,  if  he  would. 

I  find  the  commonplace  reader  is  not  so  anxious  for  the  latest  fiction, 
as  he  or  she  is  for  a  good  story — an  interesting  love  story  with  "they 
married  and  lived  happily  ever  after"  at  the  end,  an  absorbing  de- 
tective or  mystery  story,  or  a  cheerful  tale  that  makes  this  sad,  dull 
world  look  bright  again  to  some  weary  mother  or  shop  girl.  Such  a 
reader  will  usually  pass  c[uickly  by  Meredith,  Hardy,  Henry  James, 
or  William  De  IMorgan.  As  a  rule  he  wants  not  a  book  of  fiction  that 
will  make  him  think,  but  one  which  will  help  him  to  forget. 

So,  if  he  is  a  man,  he  haunts  the  shelves  bearing  the  labels  Doyle, 
Dumas,  Hugo,  Verne,  Nicholson,  Page,  Parker,  Brady,  Hope,  Edward 
Stewart  White,  Hopkinson  Smith,  Churchill,  Altshekr  and  Stockton. 

The  weary  mother,  or  the  factory  girl, — we  all  know  the  type  of 
book  that  she  is  looking  for,  whether  she  comes  herself  or  sends  the 
small  boy  for  "The  Rosary,  or  something  of  Myrtle  Reed's."  It  is 
fortunate  that  we  have  had  during  the  last  ten  years  or  more  a  very 
good  output  of  fiction  that  serves  these  very  needs  of  our  people. 
There  are  scores  of  good,  wholesome,  fairly  well-written  stories  that 
bring  rest  and  delight  to  these  people,  who,  if  they  did  noc  have 
access  to  our  libraries,  would  satisfy  this  need  with  sensational  dime 
novels  and  cheap  weeklies. 

If  they  do  fight  shy  of  the  modern  psychological  novel,  there  are 
many  who  make  friends  with  the  great  novelists  of  the  past,  and  we 
should  all  be  careful  to  keep  on  our  shelves  plenty  of  copies  of  good 
editions  of  George  Eliot,  Jane  Austen,  Dickens,  Scott,  Thackeray, 
Bulwer-Lytton,  Hugo,  Hawthorne  and  the  others. 

We  are  failing  in  our  mission  if,  because  of  a  lack  of  copies,  we  let 
boys  who  come  in  really  wanting  Ivanhoe,  or  Ben  Hur,  or  Les  Miser- 
ables  go  away  with  a  volume  of  Henty  as  a  substitute.  We  try  hard 
to  raise  the  standard  of  the  boys'  reading  from  Ellis  and  Henty  to 
Cooper  and  Scott,  but  let  us  also  be  careful  not  to  cause  the  boys 
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who  want  the  best  things  to  lower  their  standards,  because  we  cannot 
furnish  enough  of  the  best. 

By  watching  catalogues  of  remainders,  excellent  editions  of  the 
great  novelists  can  be  obtained  at  very  reasonable  prices,  like  the 
beautiful  Thornton  edition  of  the  works  of  the  Bronte  sisters. 

One  great  need  of  the  commonplace  readers  is  that  of  more  informa- 
tion concerning  their  own  particular  lines  of  work,  hence  we  should 
aim  to  have  on  our  shelves  reliable,  up-to-date  books,  which  are  not 
too  technical,  on  the  various  trades  and  industries  of  our  individual 
towns.  Books  on  farming  are  wanted,  not  only  by  the  farmers,  but  by 
many,  whose  back  yards  are  miniature  farms.  Especially  popular 
with  us  are  Bolton  Hall's  books.  Three  Acres  and  Liberty,  and  Little 
Land  and  a  Living ;  Mrs.  Saint  Maur 's  Self  Supporting  Home ;  L.  H. 
Bailey's  Principles  of  Vegetable  Gardening  and  his  other  practical 
gardening  manuals,  and  Burkett's  Farm  Stock.  It  is  hard  to  find 
poultry  books  enough ;  Valentine 's  How  to  Keep  Hens  for  Profit,  and 
Hasting 's  Dollar  Hisn,  seem  very  good  and  are  popular. 

Books  on  electricity  are  wanted  by  many  boys  and  young  men,  also 
books  on  the  wireless  telegraph  and  telephone,  automobiles  and  air- 
ships. Books  on  all  branches  of  engineering  for  which  there  is  likely 
to  be  a  demand  should  be  ready  when  the  call  for  them  comes,  as 
should  be  books  on  the  various  trades  represented  in  our  towns. 
Titles  for  these  subjects  may  he  found  in  library  bulletins,  the  Pratt 
Institute  Library  yearly  lists  of  Technical  books,  and  in  the  A.  L.  A. 
Booklist. 

The  busy  housewife  welcomes  our  shelves  of  good  cook-books;  and 
with  Myrtle  Keed's  "What  to  Have  for  Breakfast,"  or  "How  to 
Cook  Meat  and  Poultry, ' '  in  one  hand,  and  ' '  Lavender  and  Old  Lace ' ' 
in  the  other,  what  need  have  we  to  ask  the  name  of  the  favorite  au- 
thor? Single  numbers  and  bound  volumes  of  Good  Housekeeping, 
Boston  Cooking-school  magazine,  and  Home  Needlework,  often  fill 
some  special  needs  when  books  fail.  The  series  of  books  published  by 
the  American  School  of  Home  Economies  in  Chicago,  called  the  Li- 
brary of  Home  Economics,  covers  the  various  needs  of  the  house- 
keeper very  well.  Chemistry  of  the  Household,  Principles  of  Cook- 
ery, Household  Management,  Home  Care  of  the  Sick,  and  Textiles 
and  Clothing  are  some  of  the  titles.  Books  on  home  nursing  and  on 
first  aid  should  be  freely  circulated. 

Wie  have  constant  demand  for  books  on  simple  home  entertainments, 
Glover's  Dame  Courtsey's  book  of  novel  entertainments.  Stern's 
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Neighborhood  entertainments,  Kingiand's  Book  of  indoor  and  outdoor 
games,  and  Wolcott's  500  ways  to  help  your  church,  proving  very 
useful.  Grood  books  on  domestic  architecture  and  home  furnishing 
are  often  wanted,  such  as  Osborne's  Family  house,  Hodgson's  Practi- 
cal bungalows  and  cottages,  Kellogg 's  House  furnishing  and  Priest- 
man's  Art  and  economy  in  home  decoration. 

Stories  of  animals  and  of  hunting  attract  many  readers,  those  of 
C.  G.  D.  Roberts,  Red  Fox,  Kings  in  Exile,  Kindred  of  the  Wold,  etc., 
S.  E.  White's  The  Forest,  and  Camp  and  Trail,  and  Roosisvelt's  Hunt- 
ing Trips  of  a  Ranchman,  "Wilderness  Hunters  and  African  Game 
Trails.- 

There  are  a  number  of  books  in  the  class  Sociology  which  make  a 
general  appeal  to  all  classes  of  readers;  the  works  of  Jacob  Riis  and 
Jane  Addams,  Judge  Lindsey's  The  Beast,  E.  A.  Steiner's  books  on 
the  immigrant,  Roosevelt's  American  Ideals,  Allen's  America's  Awak- 
ening, Josiah  Strong 's  Twentieth  Century  City,  and  William  Carleton, 
pseud,  One  Way  Out. 

We  must  pass  quickly  by  classes  100  and  200,  though  there  are  plenty 
of  readers  who  will  want  Phillips  Brooks'  and  Henry  Van  Dyke's 
sermons;  also  some  of  the  simpler  works  of  exposition  and  theology 
and  works  on  applied  psychology  and  ethics.  In  literature  there  are 
many  favorites,  certain  poets  as  Scott,  Tennyson,  Longfellow  and 
Whittier  always  being  popular,  so  we  must  be  careful  to  keep  on  hand 
a  sufficient  number  of  copies  to  meet  the  demand,  as  of  good  editions 
of  Shakespeare,  that  with  notes  by  Rolfe  being  perhaps  the  best. 
Works  of  humor  attract  many  readers.  Mark  Twain,  Mr.  Dooley, 
Bangs,  Jerome,  Irving  and  Holmes.  When  we  come  to  travel  and  his- 
tory it  is  hard  to  select  individual  titles,  as  the  demand  is  more  apt 
to  be  for  a  certain  subject  than  for  a  certain  book;  Indians,  Western 
adventure  and  Arctic  exploration  being  topics  of  perpetual  interest. 

A  few  special  titles  are  Dana,  Two  Tears  Before  the  Mast;  Custer's 
Boots  and  Saddles;  Hough,  Story  of  a  Cowboy;  Grenfell's  works; 
Wallace,  Long  Labrador  Trail;  Eastman,  Indian  Boyhood);  Mc- 
Laughlin, My  Friend  the  Indian ;  Brooks,  The  Story  of  the  American 
Indian,  and  Brady's  American  Fights  and  Fighters  series. 

There  are  many  works  of  biography  that  appeal  to  nearly  all  classes 
of  readers,  and  we  are  glad  to  have  these  stories  of  the  lives  of  the 
great  and  good  men  and  women  of  the  world  go  into  the  homes  of  our 
commonplace  readers,  for  it  is  out  of  just  such  homes  that  many  of 
the  great  men  have  come. 
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'  Good  lives  of  the  world 's  heroes  are  sure  to  be  popular :  Washing- 
ton, Lincoln,  Grant,  Caisar,  Napoleon,  Livingstone  and  Stanley.  I 
have  made  a  short  list  of  some  books  of  biography  which  have  a 
strong  human  interest  and  are  written  in  a  simple,  attractive  style : 
Helen  Keller,  Story  of  My  Life ;  Clara  Morris,  Life  on  the  Stage ; 
Laura  Richards,  Life  of  Florence  Nightingale ;  Jacob  Eiis,  Making  of 
an  American;  E.  A.  Steiner,  Against  the  Current;  Booker  Washing- 
ton, Up  from  Slavery ;  Jane  Addams,  Twenty  Years  at  Hull  House ; 
Lossing,  Two  Spies;  Louisa  Aleott,  Life,  Letters  and  Journals;  and 
Lucy  Larcom,  New  England  Girlhood. 

There  is  one  group  of  commonplace  people  whom  we  mi;st  not  over- 
look, the  foreigners.  One  of  the  greatest  problems  confronting  our 
nation  is  that  of  training  the  mass  of  our  foreign-born  population  to 
become  law  respecting  and  law  abiding  citizens.  We,  as  librarians, 
have  a  share  in  this  mission,  for  we  can  help  to  furnish  information 
about  our  country,  its  laws  and  its  ideals  to  these  newcomers;  and, 
by  supplying  them  with  the  splendid  liter aturie  of  their  native  lands, 
we  are  furnishing  them  with  the  means  for  recreation  and  for  culture 
that  cannot  fail  to  contribute  a  little  to  the  solution  of  a  great 
problem.  I  will  mention  only  one  book  in  this  connection,  Kallmy- 
er's  How  to  Become  a  Citizen  of  the  United  States,  in  English  and 
German  text. 

We  must  be  careful  not  to  fall  into  the  habit  of  expecting  that 
every  reader  whose  clothing  and  manners  causie  us  at  once  to  assign 
him  to  the  ranks  of  the  commonplace,  will  want  only  the  common- 
place books.   We  sometimes  get  very  interesting  sui'prises. 

One  of  our  readers,  whom  nature  intended  to  be  an  artist  but  whom 
circumstances  placed  in  the  common  ranks,  delights  in  the  study  of 
our  books  on  illuminated  manuscripts.  Another  man  in  humble  cir- 
cumstancres  reads  the  Latin  classics  for  his  recreation.  Another,  who, 
from  his  personal  appearance,  might  be  a  Jewish  peddler,  is  reading 
Locke  and  Darwin,  Huxley  and  Spencer ;  and  is  as  anxiously  awaiting 
the  date  of  the  return  of  the  second  volume  of  Spencer's  Principles 
of  Biology,  as  other  readers  are  for  a  copy  of  The  Harvester. 

One  of  the  joys  of  our  work  is  to  discover  among  the  commonplace 
people  the  uncommon  reader,  and  to  be  able  to  direct  him  to  those 
books  which  bring  joy  and  help  and  a  measure  of  culture  into  his  life. 

SUMMER  SCHOOL. 

The  Summer  School  for  library  workers,  which  is  conducted  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Free  Library  Commission,  is  now  in  session  at  State 
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College  in  eonneetion  with  the  Summer  Course  for  teachers.  That 
there  is  a  call  for  such  a  school  is  sho^\^l  by  the  list  of  students : 

Edith  E.  Allen,    New  Castle. 

Mary  Bailey,    vState  College. 

Janet  M.  Clark,   Washington. 

Adda  R.  Currey,    Harrisburg. 

Mrs.  D.  0.  Dalzell,    N.  S.  Pittsburgh. 

.    Helen  M.  Duffield,   Philadelphia. 

Genevieve  Perry,   Duquesne. 

Alice  Hall,    Sewickley. 

Dorothy  B.  Hulburt,    Lock  Haven. 

Elizabeth  C.  Keegan,    Philadelphia. 

Lillian  M.  Kepmsr,    Scottdale. 

Katharine  B.  Paine,   Troy. 

Paul  Ramsay,   State  College. 

Elsie  Rayle,    Beaver  Falls. 

Nellie  B.  Stevens,    Harrisburg. 

Marie  Wessels,   Bryn  Athyn. 

The  school  is  not  intended  to  give  gerLeral  instruction  in  library 
work,  but  only  such  as  will  enable  those  workers  who  have  had  no 
training  to  give  more  intelligent  service  in  their  present  positions. 
Therefore  no  pupils  are  admitted  who  are  not  already  in  library 
work. 

This  year  a  special  course  was  arranged  for  teachers  who  wish  to 
fit  themselves  to  make  better  use  of  books  or  to  look  after  school 
libraries.    This  work  was  taken  by  the  following  teachers : 

T.  S.  Bracken,    Perryopolis. 

Emma  B.  Isett,    Pottstown. 

Helen  C.  Merkill,    Hari-isburg. 

Mabel  M.  Wylie,   Sterling  Run. 

The  faculty  includes  members  of  the  Commission  Staff,  Mrs.  Cas- 
sandra AVarner,  of  Bryn  Mawr  College  Library;  Miss  Helen  G.  Bet- 
terly.  Children's  Librarian,  Osterhout  Free  Library,  Wilkes-Barre, 
and  Charles  E.  Wright,  Carnegie  Library,  Duquesne. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FOR  ST.  MARYS. 

On  July  2nd  the  Literary  Circle,  a  woman's  club,  saw  their  earnest 
efforts  of  the  past  three  months  fully  realized  when  the  St.  Marys 
Free  Public  Library  was  opened  for  the  circulation  of  books.  The 
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library  is  located  in  a  room  of  the  Town  Hall,  given  rent  free  by  the 
Councils.  The  necessary  furniture,  bookcases  and  tables  were  all 
contributed,  and  are  evidences  of  the  true  interest  the  citizens  of  the 
town  have  manifested  in  the  movement  from  its  beginning.  The  li- 
brary opened  with  564  books  on  the  shelves,  fully  catalogued,  and  with 
the  promise  of  at  least  200  more  in  the  near  future.  Thirty -four  vol- 
umes were  contributed  by  a  local  men's  club,  The  Hermitage,  and 
during  the  afternoon  session  several  magazine  subscriptions  were 
promised  by  individual  friends.  The  opening  day  was  also  Tag  Day 
for  the  benefit  of  the  library  and  in  the  evening  a  band  concert  was 
given  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  library,  through  the  courtesy  of  the 
local  band.  During  the  concert  the  ladies  of  the  Literary  Circle  sold 
ice  cream.  The  net  proceeds  of  Tag  Day  and  the  ice  cream  sale 
amounted  to  a  little  over  $85.  Thirty-one  reader's  cards  were  issued 
during  the  first  session,  and  the  same  number  of  books  were  circu- 
lated, though  the  attendance  of  visitors  during  the  afternoon  and 
evening  ran  into  the  lumdreds.  The  librarian's  duties  are  divided 
among  the  ladies  of  the  Literary  Circle  and  their  services  are  wholly 
voluntary.  The  libraiy  is  open  to  the  public  two  afternoons  and  one 
evening  each  week.  All  the  books  have  been  well  chosen  and  will  prove 
a  good  foundation  for  further  growth,  so  that  the  prospects  for  the 
future  are  very  promising,  and  the  enthusiasm  of  the  ladies  directly 
interested  in  the  movement  and  also  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  indi- 
cate a  continued  increase  in  the  usefulness  and  activity  of  the  new 
library. 


FIELD  NOTES. 

Allentown. 

Miss  Sarah  V.  Lewis,  from  the  Cleveland  Public  Library,  has  been 
appointed  librarian  of  the  Allentown  Public  Library  and  will  begin 
work  September  1. 

Athens. 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  Spalding  family,  the  yearly  income 
of  the  Spalding  Library  has  been  increased  $500.  This  enabled  the 
trustees  to  cement  and  renovate  the  basement  and  re-decorate  the  first 
floor  rooms. 


Berwyn. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Free  Library  Board  shows  a  steady, 
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healthy  growth.  There  were  during  1911,  322  active  readers,  103  of 
them  being  new  for  the  year ;  the  eircnlation  was  5,057,  an  increase  of 
921  over  the  previous  year,  and  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  library 
is  1,600.  A  card  catalogue  was  made — "the  most  important  and  least 
conspicuous  labor  of  the  year"  as  the  report  states. 

This  library  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions  and  enter- 
tainments of  various  kinds,  as  a  part  of  the  citizen's  association  worlc. 

Bethlehem. 

The  Free  Library  of  the  Betlilehems  has  finished  its  eleventli  year, 
and  it  is  most  gratifying,  especially  to  those  who  understand  the 
struggle  the  library  has  had  to  gain  recognition  and  support,  to  read 
of  the  hearty  support  the  people  are  now  giving  to  it  and  the  increas- 
ing use  they  are  making  of  it.  A  rented  collection  of  fiction  has  been 
most  popular  with  the  borrowers,  and  as  the  greater  part  of  the  fic- 
tion is  bought  from  this  income,  it  has  left  more  money  from  the 
regular  funds  for  buying  the  non-fiction  and  juvenile  books.  The 
teachers  have  been  given  a  special  "class-room"  card  for  drawing 
books  for  class-room  use,  and  the  reference  work  done  in  the  library 
has  increased  markedly.  The  South  Bethlehem  Branch  was  moved 
into  the  rooms  vacated  by  the  South  Side  Banking  Company.  The  new 
home  is  a  great  improvement,  giving  more  shelf  space,  a  small  refer- 
ence room,  and  is  light  and  cheery.  The  South  Bethlehem  Teacher's 
Club  gave  the  library  $500  for  books.  The  total  circulation  was 
45,269.  the  up-to-date  registration  6,669  and  11,374  volumes  in  the 
libraries. 

Bloomshurg. 

May  25th  was  observed  as  Tag  Day  and  $214.65  was  the  result. 
The  tagging  was  done  by  the  Boy  Scouts,  numbering  forty-five  mem- 
bers.   The  borough  council  will  duplicate  this  amount. 

Chester: 

Miss  Mary  H.  Davis,  librarian  of  the  West  End  Library,  has  re- 
signed, to  take  her  second  year's  work  at  the  New  York  State  Library 
School.  Three  and  one-half  years  ago,  Avhen  Miss  Davis  went  to 
Chester  to  take  charge  and  organize  this  library,  she  found  a  dingy 
building,  some  400  books  and  no  settled  support,  but  a  board  of  en- 
thusiastic and  energetic  trustees.  Worldng  together  with  this  Board, 
she  leaves  an  attractive  building,  about  4,300  volumes  in  the  library. 


a  branch  started  in  the  Negro  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  partial  support  from  tax- 
ation and  the  foundation  for  much  social  work  centered  in  the  library- 
rooms. 

Miss  Susie  E.  Black,  of  Flora  Dale,  a  graduate  of  Drexel,  '12,  has 
been  chosen  to  succeed  Miss  Davis. 

Danville. 

The  Beaver  Memorial  Library  received  a  gift  of  200  volumes  left 
them  by  the  late  Miss  Orne,  of  Philadelphia.  She  had  become  inter- 
ested in  the  library  while  a  summer  visitor  in  Danville. 

DimocJc. 

Sixty-four  new  books  have  been  added  to  the  public  library.  The 
money  was  raised  by  holding  a  New  England  supper,  and  a  good 
friend  who  doubles  the  amount  of  money  for  books  raised  by  the 
Library  Board.  The  village  has  within  a  radius  of  one  mile  from  the 
center  a  population  of  129,  and  all  but  five  are  borrowers  from  the 
library.  The  books  are  circulated  over  a  much  larger  radius,  however. 
"Whoever  cannot  get  to  the  books  can  have  tliem  delivered  to  him  by 
the  stage  route  for  five  cents  per  basket-full. 

Foxhurg. 

Much  to  the  regret  of  both  trustees  and  librarian,  Miss  Mary  A. 
True  has  resigned  her  position  as  librarian  of  the  Free  Library  after 
fourteen  years  of  faithful  and  efficient  service.  At  present  she  is  in 
Erie  taking  a  much  needed  vacation  with  friends.  Under  her  leader- 
ship the  library  has  filled  a  very  important  part  in  the  educational 
and  social  life  of  the  town  in  an  unusual  manner.  Mrs.  Katharine 
Charles  is  the  newly  appointed  librarian. 

Harrishurg.  '  ■ 

Miss  011a  R.  Ayres  resigned  her  position  as  cataloguer  to  the  Com- 
mission to  accept  a  similar  position  in  the  library  at  Cornell  Univer- 
sity. Miss  Isabel  McC.  Turner,  of  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania,  has  been 
appointed  to  fill  this  vacancy  on  the  Commission  statf. 

Homestead. 

The  Carnegie  Library  added  4,268  volumes  during  the  year,  making 
their  total  number  of  volumes  40,993,  and  with  11,330  readers  they 
had  a  circulation  of  233.523  books.    In  connection  with  the  Library 
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there  are  30  literary  and  study  clubs  with  an  enrollment  of  1,200. 
The  Slavok-Ameriean  literaiy  club,  with  90  members;  the  Magyar 
Self-eulturo  club,  with  100  members,  and  the  Slavok  Civic  Association, 
with  70  members,  gives  an  idea  of  the  interest  taken  by  the  foreigners. 
The  library  has  books  in  Slavok,  IMagyar,  Polish,  German,  Italian, 
French  and  Lithuanian. 

Kane. 

The  second  annual  report  of  the  Public  Library  for  1911- '12  shows 
an  increase  in  the  work  the  library  is  doing  with  the  schools  and 
study  clubs,  due  largely  to  the  addition  of  the  Readers'  Guide  to 
periodical  literature  and  the  completion  of  several  sets  of  magazines. 
Four  hundred  and  fifty -three  new  borrowers  registered  during  the 
year,  making  the  total  uncancelled  borrowers  1,780,  the  nu^mber  of 
volumes  2.366,  and  the  circulation  13,091.  A  rented  collection  was 
very  popular. 

Leivish  urg. 

The  English  teacher  of  the  High  School  has  been  giving  a  course  on 
the  use  of  the  library,  using  an  outline  prepared  by  the  librarian  of 
the  Himmelreich  Library.  The  librarian  noticed  an  added  interest 
on  the  part  of  the  pupils  in  the  library  and  much  more  independent 
use  of  the  library,  as  the  result. 

Lock  Haven. 

Mrs.  Helen  J\I.  Clapp,  first  assistant  in  the  Ross  Library,  has  been 
appointed  librarian  of  the  Central  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School 
of  Lock  Haven,  in  the  place  of  Mrs.  J.  R.  Flickinger,  who  has  resigned. 
]\riss  Dorothy  Hulburt  takes  the  place  thus  made'  vacant  in  the  Ross 
Library. 

McDonald. 

The  annual  library  book  reception  was  imusually  successful.  The 
use  of  a  large  room  was  secured,  prettily  decorated  and  tea  served. 
Two  hundred  and  forty  desirable  books,  $30  in  money  and  a  good 
social  evening  resulted.  The  library  board  is  eagerly  looking  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  they  will  have  for  the  library 's  use  a  room  in 
the  proposed  new  municipal  building. 

Malvern. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Public  Library  for  1911- '12,  shows  that 
219  books  had  been  added  for  the  year,  making  their  total  accessions 
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2,777.  The  total  circulation  of  books  and  magazines  was  10,060  and 
the  borrowers  558. 

Meshoppen. 

Within  the  year  the  Meshoppen  Public  Library  has  grown  from 
324  volumes  to  657,  and  with  a  trifle  over  400  population,  256  have 
been  readers.  The  reading  room  received  a  dozen  magazines,  the  back 
numbers  of  certain  of  these  have  been  solicited  for  reference  use  in 
connection  with  the  Bsader's  Guide,  also  a  gift. 

Montrose. 

The  fourth  annual  report  of  Susquehanna  County  Free  Library  As- 
sociation shows  a  very  decided  growth  in  this,  the  first  county  library 
system  to  be  established  in  Pennsylvania.  The  number  of  traveling 
library  stations  is  31,  a  growth  of  10.  During  the  year  1,268  volumes 
had  been  added,  and  there  was  a  circulation  from  the  central  library  of 
18,916  volumes,  and  through  the  traveling  library  of  5,610.  The  Dim- 
oek  Library  has  become  a  part  of  the  county  system.  A  story  hour 
had  been  conducted  by  several  women,  under  the  leadership  of  Miss 
Katherine  Riley. 

"The  annual  Library  Day"  brought  in  $500  towards  the  library's 
support.  They  also  had  a  gift  of  $75  from  Mr.  George  Comstock  for 
books  on  history. 

Oa  City. 

The  Carnegie  Library  report  for  the  year  ending  April  1,  1912, 
shows  very  satisfactory  progress.  The  story  hour  has  increased  thie 
use  of  the  children's  room  very  markedly.  The  children's  room  was 
enlarged  and  books  in  Polish  added  for  their  800  Polish  population. 
They  have  a  total  of  12,782  volumes,  and  the  circulation  for  the 
year  was  56,230,  and  the  total  number  of  registrations  in  force  April 
],  1912,  was  5,502.   The  reading  room  attendance  was  22,034. 

Palmerton. 

The  Free  Library,  which  is  housed  in  the  Neighborhood  House,  is 
being  classified  with  the  help  of  the  Library  Commission.  It  has  be- 
come an  important  part  of  their  settlement  work. 

Paoli. 

The  Free  Library  has  just  issued  its  first  report,  covering  the  three 
years  of  its  existence.    As  the  village,  of  probably  800  people,  is  a 
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part  of  the  township  with  to^raship  government,  this  towTi  associa- 
xion  attempts  to  furnish  some  of  the  things  the  borough  government 
is  usually  responsible  for  and  to  have  a  social  center  as  well.  The 
library  is  a  branch  of  this  association's  work;  is  housed  in  the  Town 
Hall  and  supported  by  voluntary  contributions  and  entertainments. 
In  the  three  years  it  has  been  in  existence,  it  has  gathered  1,200  vol- 
umes, 200  people  have  become  borrowers  and  over  5,000  books  have 
tiireulated.  An  electric  lantern  is  a  part  of  their  equipment  and  the 
huilding  is  used  for  many  other  purposes — school,  church,  lectures, 
fairs,  elections,  etc. 

Philadelphia. 

i\Iiss  Louise  Keller  has  given  up  her  position  with  the  American 
Philosophical  Society  to  take  charge  of  the  library  connected  with  the 
Independence  Inspection  Bureau,  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia — Free  Library. 

The  plans  for  the  new  central  library  building  on  the  proposed 
Parkway  are  well  under  way. 

Phoenixville. 

The  Free  Library  has  opened  two  deposit  stations  in  the  isolated 
parts  of  the  town.  The  assistant  librarian  keeps  each  station  open 
for  the  distribution  of  books  one  afternoon  per  week  from  3 :  30  to 
5 :  00.  About  80  volumes  are  kept  at  each  station.  A  gift  of  150 
beautifully  bound  books  came  through  the  transfer  of  a  small  library 
in  the  Parish  House  to  the  Free  Library. 

Saltshurg. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  town  has  lost  its  last  "works"  and  the 
population  has  gone  down  from  1,400  to  1,000,  the  library  has  not 
only  been  holding  its  own,  but  growing.  One  hundred  and  ninety 
volumes  were  added  during  the  year,  making  the  total  about  1,200. 
These  had  a  circulation  of  7,195,  and  708  people  have  been  borrowers 
during  the  three  years  of  the  library's  existence.  Good  work  is  done 
with  the  schools  and  vpith  their  bulletin  board  notices  of  the  holidays, 
-etc.  The  support  comes  through  a  library  association.  A  civic  com- 
mittee of  the  association  has  done  a  great  deal  to  awaken  civic  pride 
and  beautify  the  town. 


Scottdale. 

Miss  Daisy  M.  Smith  has  resigned  the  librarianship  in  order  to 
accept  a  position  in  the  Ohio  State  Library.  Her  place  has  been 
taljen  by  Miss  Edna  Krouse,  wlio  came  from  the  Carnegis  Library, 
N.  S.  Pittsburgh. 

Titusville. 

According  to  its  eighth  annual  report,  the  Benson  Memorial  Li- 
brary has  been  re-decorated  inside  and  the  building  cleaned  outside, 
a  story  hour  held,  a  night  school  for  foreigners  conducted  in  the  au- 
ditorium by  the  Woman's  Clubs  and  three  exhibits  of  rana  Bibles  and 
historical  incunabula  given.  The  library  now  contains  9,417  volumes 
and  circulated  17,089,  and  with  a  population  of  8,533  there  is  an 
actual  registration  of  3,547. 

Towanda. 

The  Public  Library  has  been  trying  the  experiment  of  keeping  open 
Sunday  afternoons,  meeting  with  fair  success.  A  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  has  it  in  charge.  A  gift  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Encj^clo- 
ptedia  Britanniea  was  received  from  Mr.  Frank  Welles. 

The  annual  report  gives  the  circulation  of  books  for  the  year  as 
17,181;  volumes  7,397  and  borrowers  2,644. 

TunlchannocJc.  ■   •  '   . "  'i 

The  Public  Library  Board  of  Trustees  semi-annually  gathers  up  all 
the  .junk  obtainable  and  sells  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  library,  thus 
cleaning  up  the  town  and  putting  c|uite  a  little  sum  into  the  library's 
purse.  Rags,  rubber,  scrap  iron,  lead,  copper,  paper  and  magazines 
are  the  most  valuable  articles  and  are  usually  sold  to  a  local  dealer. 

Union  City. 

The  school  board  is  showing  its  appreciation  of  the  work  the  Public 
Library  is  doing  by  an  appropriation  of  $300  towards  its  support. 

Vander grift.  '        ■  ■  '         '  ■  ■  ■ 

The  library,  given  to  the  town  by  Mr.  McMurtry  when  the  town 
was  first  started  in  1901,  has  just  been  reclassified  with  the  help  of 
the  Library  Commission.  The  rooms  have  been  re-decorated  and,  with 
fresh  walls  and  fresh  labels  on  books  and  shelves,  are  most  attractive. 
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Wilkes-Barre. 

According  to  the  twenty-third  annual  report  of  the  Osterhout  Free 
Library  for  1911,  there  were  43,533  volumes  in  the  library.  The  cir- 
culation was  131,417,  with  a  fiction  percentage  of  61.17.  The  library 
now  has  books  in  German,  French,  Italian,  Spanish,  Polish,  Lithuanian, 
Arabic  and  Eussian,  and  has  two  deposit  stations  in  factories  and  one 
in  the  Heights  Settlement. 

Williamsport. 

The  James  V.  Brown  Library  had  an  exhibition  of  paintings  owned 
by  residents  of  the  city  and  loaned  for  the  exhibition.  Eembrandt 
Peale,  Percy  Moran,  Hugo  Fisher  and  other  celebrated  artists  were 
represented  in  the  collection.  The  paintings  were  shown  for  one 
week,  April  8-13. 

Wyalusing. 

The  Public  Library  had  received  two  gifts  of  books  recently, — one 
was  the  new  edition  of  the  Eneyclopfedia  Britannica  from  Mr.  Frank 
Welles  and  the  other  was  five  years  of  St.  Nicholas,  bound,  from  a 
little  girl  reader. 


NEIGHBORHOOD  STAFF  MEETINGS. 

Bryn  Athyn. 

The  Neighborhood  Staff  Meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  District  held 
the  Spring  session  in  the  beautiful  new  library  of  the  Academy  of  the 
New  Church,  at  Bryn  Athyn,  Pa.,  on  May  15.  Seventeen  local  li- 
braries were  represented  by  twenty-two  library  workers.  An  unus- 
ual program  was  presented  by  the  faculty  of  the  Academy,  and  Miss 
Amena  Pendleton,  who  gave  her  lectures  on  "Myths  and  Folk  Tales 
for  Children."  A  chance  to  inspect  the  building,  and  especially  the 
library,  was  given  and  a  lunch  was  served  by  the  Academy. 

The  following  program  committee  for  next  year  was  appointed: 
Miss  A.  A.  MaeDonald,  of  the  Free  Library  Commission,  chairman; 
Miss  Sarah  P.  Bedford,  West  Chester;  Mr.  E.  F.  Stroh,  Biyn  Athyn, 
and  the  librarian  at  the  place  of  meeting.  At  least  half  of  the  pro- 
gram is  to  be  given  to  discussion  of  technical  problems  and  revicAvs  of 
books  and  articles  on  library  economy  in  round  table  informality  and 
the  other  half  may  be  more  general.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held 
in  the  West  End  Library,  Chester. 
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Butler. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Northwestern  Library  Section  was  held 
at  Butler,  on  June  13-1-1.  About  forty  librarians  were  present.  Miss 
Sue  Williams,  of  Corry,  was  president,  and  Miss  Hazel  Clifton,  of 
Beaver  Falls,  secretary.  The  first  session  was  called  to  order  at  2 :  30 
p.  m.,  June  13,  in  the  Masonic  Temple.  Mr.  W.  E.  Brandon,  of 
Butler,  opened  with  a  few  words  of  welcome.  Miss  Emily  S.  G-lezen, 
Oil  City,  read  a  paper  on  popularizing  the  public  library,  and  Mr. 
W.  F.  Stevens,  of  Homestead,  followed  with  a  paper  on  the  library  as 
a  social  center.  At  the  close  of  this  session  the  Library  Board  gave 
an  informal  recieption.  The  second  session  was  held  in  the  High  School 
Auditorium,  at  8 :  00  p.  m.  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Montgomery,  State  Li- 
brarian, spoke  on  a  library 's  support ;  Prof.  John  A.  Gibson  spoke  on 
the  library  as  a  part  of  free  education,  and  Miss  Hannah  C.  Ellis, 
librarian  of  the  South  Side  Branch,  Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh, 
read  a  paper  on  the  practical  use  a  library  may  be  to  a  town.  The 
third  session  met  Friday,  at  9 :  30  a.  m.,  in  the  Masonic  Temple.  The 
program  consisted  largely  of  roimd  table  discussion,  led  by  Miss  Anna 
A.  MacDonald,  of  the  Free  Library  Commission.  Miss  Irene  A.  Haek- 
ett,  librarian  of  the  New  Castle  Library,  was  elected  president  for  the 
■ensuing  year,  and  Miss  Clara  B.  McJunkin,  vice-president.  The  meet- 
ing next  year  will  be  held  in  Kane. 

Hanover. 

The  Neighborhood  Staff  Meeting  of  the  Harrisburg  District  met  in 
the  Public  Library  at  Hanover,  on  May  23.  Seven  libraries  were  rep- 
resented by  twenty-one  library  workers,  and  a  number  of  interested 
townspeople  attended.  After  an  inspection  of  the  very  attractive  new 
building,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  librarian.  Miss  Mabel 
N.  Champlin.  The  burgess  gave  a  short  sketch  of  their  library,  and  a 
member  of  the  Civic  Club  told  of  the  Club's  part  in  the  movement. 
This  was  followed  by  a  discussion  of  the  library  as  a  civic  force.  Then 
came  a  delightful  automobile  ride  and  lunch.  The  afternoon  session 
was  filled  with  papers  and  discussion  of  the  library  as  an  educational 
force  and  the  work  with  the  schools. 

Lewishurg. 

Representatives  from  six  libraries  and  two  towns  wanting  to  start 
libraries,  met  at  the  Himmelreich  Library  for  a  day's  conference. 
Dr.  Thomas,  the  chairman  of  the  book  committee,  presided,  and  the 
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discussion  of  the  following  topics  was  enthusiastic  and  hearty :  Cir- 
culation of  Magazines,  Local  History  and  the  Story  Hour,  Pay  Col- 
lection of  Fiction,  What  a  Library  Can  Do  for  a  Town  and  the  Prac- 
tical Use  the  Library  Can  be  to  the  Schools. 

Scranton. 

The  Neighborhood  Staff  Meeting  for  the  Towanda  District  was  held 
in  the  Public  Library,  Scranton,  on  April  25.  There  were  six  out-of- 
town  libraries  represented  by  eight  people.  It  was  a  real  round  table 
meeting  with  only  one  paper  on  "Books  for  Commonplace  People,"  by 
Miss  Florence  A.  Watts,  of  the  Osterhout  Library,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 
Some  of  the  other  topics  discussisd  were :  Rental  Collections  of  Fiction, 
Clipping  Collections  as  Valuable  Reference  Material  for  the  Small 
Library,  Best  Use  of  Magazines,  Government  Documents,  Out-of-date 
Books.  Mrs.  Carr  and  the  library  staff  served  tea  after  the  meeting 
was  over. 


SUBSCRIPTION  LIBRARIES. 

Chester  Free  Library. 

The  sum  of  $517  was  netted  from  the  bazaar  and  supper  held  in 
the  library  for  its  benefit.  A  very  successful  story  hour  had  been  con- 
ducted by  the  librarian  for  several  months. 

Franklin. 

A  group  of  about  thirty  boys  have  formed  a  club  to  get  more  boy's 
books  for  the  library.  They  have  no  dues,  but  are  to  raise  the  money 
by  work  they  do  as  a  club,  or  each  individual  earns  for  the  fund.  The 
librarian  m9ets  with  the  club  to  help  with  the  business  part.  A  straw- 
berry festival  was  held  on  June  .14,  as  the  club 's  first  venture  in  rais- 
ing money  for  the  purpose. 

Norristown. 

The  Library  Company  celebrated  its  118th  anniversary  on  May  22. 
Open  hours  were  kept  from  9 : 00  a.  m.  to  9 :  00  p.  m.,  and  a  photo- 
graph copjr  of  the  portrait  of  General  Louis  du  Portail,  painted  by 
Charles  Wilson  Peale,  before  1789,  and  now  in  Independence  Hall, 
was  presented  by  Mayor  Blankenburg  of  Philadelphia.  General  du- 
Portail  was  a  French  engineer  during  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
after  the  war  settled  near  Norristown.  He  was  one  of  the  first  stock- 
holders in  the  library. 


QuaJcertoivn. 

The  Richland  Library  Company  has  been  trying  the  story  hour, 
conducted  by  Miss  Florence  Foulke,  with  very  satisfactory  results. 


FOR  SALE. 

The  Public  Library  of  Vandergrift  has  for  sale  the  American  Cat- 
alogue, 1890- '95,  1895- '1900,  and  the  annual  American  Catalogue, 
1900. 


SOME  GOOD  BOOKS  FOR  THE  STUDY  OF  SHAKESPEARE. 

Every  library  should  have  some  books  to  help  the  studious  reader 
of  Shakespeare,  but  the  literature  is  so  extensive  that  it  is  difficult  to 
make  a  good  selection  for  the  small  library.    The  following  list  is 
given  as  a  suggestion  in  that  direction :  • 
Allen  Charles. 

Notes  on  the  Baeon-Shakespeare  question.    Houghton.  $1.50. 

' '  Au  attempt  to  throw  some  light  upon  the  still  vexed  question  of  the  authorship 
of  the  plays  and  poems  which  bear  Shakespeare's  name.  The  author  thinks  that 
the  Baconian  argument  from  the  legal  knowledge  shown  in  the  plays  is  of  slight 
weight,  and  has  not  heretofore  been  adequately  met.  He  has  therefore  endeavored 
with  some  elaboration  to  make  it  plain  that  this  legal  knowledge  was  not  extraor- 
dinary, or  such  as  to  imply  that  the  author  was  educated  as  a  lawyer,  or  even  as  a 
lawyer's  clerk.  Author  was  at  one  time  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts. His  work  is  a  digest  of  all  the  direct  and  indirect  e^ddence  on  the 
subject  and  will  be  found  more  satisfactorj'  to  Shakesperian  than  to  Baconians." — 
Fittsburgh. 

Partial  Contents. — Early  life  and  education  of  Shakespeare. — Want  of  uniformity 
in  sjjelling  Shakespeare's  name. — Knowledge  of  law  shown  in  Shakespeare's  plays 
and  poems. — Bad  law,  or  untechnical  use  of  legal  terms  in  Shakespeare. — The  au- 
thor's supposed  indifference  to  fame. — Bacon's  birth,  parentage,  early  life  and 
education. — Authorshijj  of  the  poems  which  are  attributed  to  Shakespeare. — Inter- 
nal evidence  as  to  authorship. — The  author 's  acquaintance  with  rural  life. — The 
author's  familiarity  with  theatrical  matters. — Collaboration  in  certain  of  the 
plays  probable. — Expressed  opinion  of  Shakespeare's  contemporaries. — Shakes- 
peare's pi'obable  friends  and  acquaintances. — Index  to  legal  terms. — General  index. 

List  of  authorities  p.  vii,  viii. 

Bartlett,  John. 

New  and  complete  concordance  of  the  works  of  Shakespeare.  Mac- 
millan.  $7.50. 

Brmides,  Oeorg  Moritz  Cohen. 

William  Shakespeare;  a  critical  study.    2  vols.    Macmillan.  $2.60. 
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i-artial  contents,  v.  1. — A  biography  of  Shakespeare  difficult  but  not  impossible. 
— Stratford. — Marriage. — London;  buildings,  costumes,  manners. — Political  and 
religious  conditions. — Shakespeare  as  actor  and  retoucher  of  old  plays. — The  Henry 
YIth  trilogy. — Christopher  Marlowe  and  his  life  work. — Shakespeare's  conception 
of  the  relations  of  the  sexes. — Latter-day  attacks  upon  Shakespeare. — The  theatres. 
— The  theatres  closed  on  account  of  the  plague. — Shakespeare  turns  to  historic 
drama. — Shakespeare's  most  brilliant  period. — The  interval  of  serenity. — Con- 
summate spiritual  harmony. — The  revolution  in  Shakespeare's  soul. — The  England 
of  Shakespeare's  youth. — The  year  1601 — the  sonnets  and  Pembroke. 

V.  2. — The  psychology  of  Hamlet. — Discord  and  scorn. — The  court. — The  king's 
theology  and  impecuniosity. — The  customs  of  the  court. — Francis  Beaumont  and 
John  Fletcher. — The  ride  to  Stratford. — Stratford-upon-Avon. — The  last  years  of 
Shakespeare 's  life. — Shakespeare 's  death. — Conclusion. 

"An  admirable  and  exhaustive  survey  of  its  subject,  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  modern  method,  and  on  a  level  of  modern  information." — Academy,  1898. 

Furness,  Mrs.  Horace  Howard.  '  ' 

Concordance  to  Shakespeare's  poems.    Lippincott.  $4.00. 

Doivden,  Edward. 

Shakespeare;  a  critical  study  of  his  mind  and  art.    Harper.  $1.75. 

Contents. — Shakespeare  and  the  Elizabethan  age. — The  growth  of  Shakespeare's 
mind  and  art. — The  first  and  the  second  tragedy ;  Eomeo  and  Juliet ;  Hamlet. — 
The  English  historical  plays. — Othello  ;  Macbeth  ;  Lear. — The  Koman  plays. — The 
humor  of  Shakespeare. — Shakespeare 's  last  plays. 

"A  critical  study  of  the  highest  value,  illuminating  the  poet's  work  in  every 
phase,  while  tracing  with  a  firm  hand  the  growth  and  development  of  his  genius."" 
—Pittsburgh. 

Hudson,  Henry  Norman. 

Shakespeare ;  his  life,  art  and  characters,  with  an  historical  sketch 
of  the  origin  and  growth  of  the  drama  in  England.  2  vols.  Ginn. 
$4.00. 

V.  1.  Life  of  Shakespeare. — Origin  and  growth  of  the  drama  in  England. — 
Shakespeare 's  contemporaries. — Shakespeare 's  art. — Midsummer  night 's  dream. — 
Merchant  of  Venice. — Merry  wives  of  Windsor. — Much  ado  about  nothing. — As 
you  like  it. — Twelfth  night. — All 's  well  that  ends  well. — Measure  for  measure. — 
Tempest. — Winter 's  tale. 

V.  2.  King  John. — King  Eichard  the  Second. — King  Henry  the  Fourth. — King 
Henry  the  Fifth. — King  Richard  the  Third. — King  Henry  the  Eighth. — Romeo  and 
Juliet. — Julius  Csesar. — Hamlet. — Macbeth. — King  Lear. — Antony  and  Cleopatra. 
— Cymbaline. — Othello. — Coriolanus. 

Lee,  Sidney. 

Life  of  William  Shakespeare.    Macmillan.  $2.25. 

"Mr.  Lee's  article  on  Shakespeare  in  the  'Dictionary  of  national  biography'  at 
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once  took  rank  as  an  authority  of  the  first  importance.  His  book  is  an  extension 
of  that  article.  He  devotes  fully  one-third  of  the  space  to  a  consideration  of  the 
sonnets,  rejecting  the  auto-biographical  interpretation. ' ' — Pittsburgh. 

Lee,  Sidney. 

Shakespeare  and  the  modem  stage.    Seribner.  $2.90. 

Contents. — Preface. — Shakespeare  and  the  modern  stage. — Shakespeare  and  the 
Elizabethian  playgoer. — Shakespeare  in  oral  tradition. — Pepys  and  Shakespeare. — 
Mr.  Benson  and  Shakesperian  drama. — The  municipal  theatre. — Aspects  of  Shakes- 
peare's  philosophy. — Shakespeare  and  patriotism. — A  peril  of  Shakesperian  re- 
search.-— Shakespeare  in  France. — The  commemoration  of  Shakespeare  in  London. 

"In  his  new  volume  of  essys  on  Shakespearean  subjects  he  is  always  interesting 
and  instructive,  but  he  is  very  rarely  sympathetic.  Mr.  Lee's  essays,  however, 
have  a  great  deal  more  in  them  than  an  occasional  unpleasant  hardness  of  tone. 
They  are  full  of  matter,  lucidly  arranged  and  carefully  substantiated.  They  are 
serious  and  scholarly  contributions  to  the  literature  of  Shakespearan  criticism. ' ' — 
Spectator,  97 :  887. 

Luce,  Morton. 

Handbook  to  the  works  of  William  Shakespeare.  Bell. 

Contents. — Preliminary. — Age  of  Shakespeare. — Biographical. — Works  of  Shakes- 
peare; a  Summary. — Introduction  to  the  works. — The  philosophy  of  Shakespeare.— 
The  art  of  Shakespeare. — Bibliography. — Metrical  and  other  notes. 

Phin,  John. 

Shakespeare  cyclopaedia  and  new  glossary,  with  the  most  important 
variorum  readings,  with  an  introduction  by  Edward  Dowden. 

Contents. — How  to  read  for  pleasure  and  profit. — Shakespeare  clubs  and  socie- 
ties.— The  text  of  Shakespeare. — The  sources  and  causes  of  errors  in  the  text. — 
On  the  choice  of  a  copy  of  Shakespeare's  works. — A  short  list  of  helpful  books. — 
The  Bacon. — Shakespeare  controversy. — The  cyclopaedia  and  glossary. 

"Comment  and  exposition  alphabetically  arranged ....  The  alphabet  includes 
words  needing  definition,  names  of  dramatis  personw  mythological  and  historical 
characters,  and  so  on.  The  explanations  are,  for  the  most  part,  compiled  from 
accepted  sources,  with  due  credit  to  the  authorities  utilized." — Nation,  1902. 

Symonds,  John  Addington. 

Shakespeare 's  predecessors  in  the  English  drama.   Seribner.  $2.00. 

Contents. — Introductory. — The  nation  and  the  drama.— Miracle  plays. — Moral 
plays. — The  rise  of  comedy. — The  rise  of  tragedy. — Triumph  of  the  romantic 
drama. — Theatres,  playwrights,  actors  and  playgoers. — Masques  at  court. — English 
history. — Domestic  tragedy. — Tragedy  of  blood. — John  Lyly. — Greene,  Beele,  Nash 
and  Lodge. 

"Treats  of  the  origin  of  the  literary  form  which  Shakespeare  brought  to  per- 
fection, and  of  the  men  who  immediately  preceded  him;  it  is  the  history  of  the 
evolution  of  our  great  romantic  stage,  of  the  gradual  fusion  of  mediaeval  dramatic 
traditions  and  renaissance  poetical  tendencies,  of  the  various  necessities  which  made 
the  Shakesperian  play  what  it  became." — Vernon  Lee,  in  the  Academy,  1884. 


